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Desmond Hoffmeister Resigns
as Interim Executive Minister

Desmond Hoffmeister hasan-
nounced hisresignationasinterim
ExecutiveMinister of theAmerican
Baptist Churchesof theRocky
MountainseffectiveMarch9, 2007.

Hisresignation comesasaresult

of expiringoptionswiththeDepart-
ment of ImmigrationandNaturaliza-
tion Services. Rev. Hoffmeister felt
thisstepwoul d bethemost benefi-
cial for boththecontinued progres-
sivework of theRegionand his
family’ simmigrationprocess.

DesmondHoffmeister hasserved
withvisionandcreativity inour

RegionsinceJuly 2004. Hehas
beeninstrumental inbringing
wholenessandhealingtothe
AmericanBaptist Churchesof the
Rocky Mountains. Heledthe
Region Boardthroughaprocess
of restructuringandrevisioningfor

ministry, planted seedsfor transfor-

mationwithintheRegionentities
andlocal churches, andunitedthe
leadershiparoundthequestto

“ Discover Your Passion and
Realize Your Mission.”

ABCRM President, Rich
Schweissingnotedthat Rev.
Hoffmeister’ sleadershipwasa
major factorinputtinganearly
bankrupt organizationonasolid
financia footing. Further, onthe
issueof homosexuality whichhas
been sodivisivewithinour denomi-
nation, hisleadershipcontributed
significantly tothefact that
ABCRM hasaclear position

that hassuch broad support within
theRegionthat it hasceased to
beanissueof divisonamong

our churches. It took aman of
hisuniqueleadershipabilitiesto
moveussorapidly beyondthese
paralyzingissuestobeabletolook
forwardtoreal ministry together.

Schwel ssing expressed extreme
regret at thelossof Desmond’s
valuableleadership.

WhileservingastheTransitiona
ExecutiveMinister, Desmond
impacted ABCUSA aswell. Most
recently heserved with othersto
developastrategicsuccessionplan
for the American Baptist Seminary
of the West. Asamember of the
Genera ExecutiveCouncil of
ABCUSA, heservedonthewriting
team chargedwith preparinga
proposal for organizational change
withinthedenomination.

PriortocomingtoABCRM,
Desmond served asthe Drexler
Scholar inResidenceat the Ameri-
can Baptist Seminary of theWest.
A nativeof CapeTown, South
Africa, heplayedanintegral partin
theliberationof South Africaand
later served asthe General Secre-
tary of theBaptist Convention of
South Africa. He has spoken across
the United States on the subjectsof
racia reconciliation, globalization,
andinternationa mission.

TheRegionBoardwill hosta
Celebrationof ServiceRendered
for the Hoffmeisters at adate and
timeyettobedetermined.
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Region Board Meets in Regularly Scheduled Session

The Region Board met on March 9-
10, 2007 in Centennial, CO. The
sessions were chaired by Rich
Schweissing, ABCRM President.

The Executive Committee of the
ABCRM Region Board announced
theresignation of Interim Executive
Minister, Desmond Hoffmeister,
effective March 9, 2007 (see page
1). Hisresignation came as a result
of expiring optionswith the Depart-
ment of Immigration and Naturaliza-
tion Services. The Executive
Committee created a gracious
financial parting lovegift to support
the Hoffmeistersduring thistime

of transition.

The ABCRM Search Committee is
scheduled to meet on April 2, 2007
with Jeff Woods, Associate General
Secretary for Regional Ministries.

The Board welcomed the new
Region Administrator, Karen
VanValkenburgh. She has assumed
full responsibility for theinhouse
management of financesand is also
responsiblefor managing Human
Resource policies. (For more
information about Karen, see the
February 15 issue of RMAB at
http://www.abcrm.or g/
news_archives/2007/
abcrmnl0215.pdf )

After ayear of work by the Minis-
terial Leadership Committee, the
chair, Nancy Darnell, presented the
Manual for Ordination of Minis-
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ters to the Board for adoption. After
some editorial changes, the Manual
was adopted and will soon be
available on the ABCRM websitein
the pastor’ s pages. This addition to
the website makes it possible for
ordination candidates and other
interestedindividual stodownload
the manual (or applicable sections)
and begin the process of ordination
online.

During most of the remaining time,
the Board received reports on the
many, varied ministriesinthe
Region. A summary follows.

Palabra de Fe

This church continues to grow and
strengthen. In April the Spanish-
speaking congregation (Oscar

L Gpez, pastor) and their host
congregation, AuroraCommunity
Baptist Church (Anne Dondapati,
interim minister) will celebrateone
year of ministry together. The
Region has supported Palabra de
Fe in the amount of $25,000. The
new congregation has raised
approximately $30,000inthefirst
ten months and has begun to con-
tribute to United Mission. They have
targeted the America for Christ
offering astheir first mgjor ABC
offering. Approximately 130 people
associate with the new church plant.

Mission Trip to the
Bahamas — July 6-14
Anall-femaemissionteamwill
work with Dan and Estela

Schweissing inaVBS ministry at a
Bahamian church and a Haitian
church. They will also assist Estela
in her work with Haitian women
who are at risk.

Thetrip isopen to young women in
college and older. The deadlineto
sign up for thismission experienceis
March 24. For more information and
to apply, contact Mary Tellis,
Ministry and Mission Coach for the
Metro Denver Cluster, by calling
303-988-3900 or e-mailing her at
mtellis@abcrm.org.

Healthy Congregations
Training Event -—
October 17-18
The Lombard Mennonite Peace
Center provides avariety of pro-
gramsin Christian peacemaking to
churches, schools, and community
groups. “Healthy Congregations” is
aworkshop designed by Peter
Steinke, author of How Your
Church Family Works: Under-
standing Congregations as
Emotional Systems and Healthy
Congregations; A Systems Ap-
proach (both available through
http://www.alban.org/
Publishing.asp) A key concept
at the heart of “Healthy Congrega-
tions’ isself-differentiation—one’s
capacity to calmly articulate what
he/she thinks and values, and to
act on that basis, while staying
in activerelationship with those
who disagree.

(continued on page 3)
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Thiscrucia training for both clergy
and laity will beled by Richard
Blackburn of LMPC. It will be
held in Grand Junction as a Pre-
Gathering Event. The cost per
person is $40.

Healthy Small
Congregations —

April 7-11, 2008

Alvin Wilkerson (pastor of First
Baptist Churchin Flagler, CO,
burningheartfor jesus@yahoo.com)
and Mike Oldham (Ministry and
Mission Coach for Southeast
Colorado/NM and the Western
Slope, moldham@abcr m.or g)

are planning a conference for small
churcheswhich will beheldin April
next year. Dennis Bickerswill be
the major presenter. It will be a
one-day event held in each of the
Region’s clusters.

2007 Gathering —

October 19-20

Thisyear’ sSABCRM Gathering will
be held at the Two Rivers Conven-
tion Center in Grand Junction and
hosted by FBC/Grand Junction
(Jerry Springston, interimminister).
Region Board and Executive
Committee member, Jim Witt isthe
local point person for the event
(ikwitt811@aol.com).

SoulJourners Retreat —
September 25-27

The former Senior Adult Confer-
ence has been renamed the

SoulJourners Retreat. It will be held
a the St. Francis Retreat Center at
Colorado Springs, CO. Roy Medley,
General Secretary, ABCUSA and
Deborah Van Broekhoven, Execu-
tive Director of the American
Baptist Historical Society will bethe
guest speakers. The cost for the
retreat and two nights' lodging will
be$156/single, $126/double, and
$112.67/triple.

For moreinformation, read an
introductory article on page six of
the January 15, 2007 issue of RMAB
at http://www.abcrm.or o/
news_archives/2007/
abcrmnl0115.pdf.

Camping Ministries

Front Range

The week for Front Range Camping
isJuly 8-14. A descriptive brochure
has been mailed to churches.
Detailedinformation andregistration
formsare available online at http://
www.abcr m.org/ministries/

camping.htm.

Wyoba

July isthe month for American
Baptist camps at Wyoba. To learn
more about the schedule and related
costs, visit http://www.wyoba.or o/
baptist_camps.html. Watch for

details regarding Wyoba's 75"
Anniversary Celebration on August
3-4 thisyear. The Wyoba Board has
received word that they have first
right on all the spring water, thanks
to Gene McCracken's research.

Grand Mesa

Summer camps at Grand Mesa
begin the first week of July and run
for three weeks.

Worship Conference —
April 28

A pilot one-day worship conference
will be held at the new chapel at
Regis University from 9:00 am. -
4:00 p.m. Itisbeing planned with
Metro Denver Cluster churchesin
mind, but isopen to the entire
Region. Under the |eadership of
Brad Bergland, presenterswill
encourage the congregation to be
the primary praise choir, teach ways
toinvitethe congregationinto
meaningful ritual, and encourage
participants to come into the pres-
ence of God and be more vulner-
able. Other leaders/presenters
include Daryl Walker (New Hope
Baptist Church/Denver), Benita
Edwards (True Light Baptist
Church, Denver, CO), and the
praise band from Palabra de Fein
Aurora, CO. Mary Tellis
(mtellis@aberm.org), Ministry
and Mission Coach for the Metro
Denver Cluster, isalso working
with the planning team.

The cost will be $30/person, includ-
ing abox lunch. Additional worship
eventsin other areas of the Region
have not yet been scheduled.

Threshold - third Sunday
night of each month
Co-leaders Ashley Seaman (Pres-
byterian) and Brad Bergland
(ABCRM) spoke to the Board
about their visionfor “ Threshold,”
the worship experience held monthly
at First Baptist Church in Denver.
“Threshold” connotesbeinginvited
by God to step over into something
new. To what is the church being

(continued on page 4)
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called in the yearsto come? In this

emergingworld-wideconversation,

four streams of thought have been

identified:

* returntohistoric spiritual
practices/disciples,

* desirefor an ancient/future style
of worship,

e grace-based theological discus-
sion,and

* holisticview of evangelism.

American Baptist Women’s
Ministries

Colorado

Thisyear’sannual conference will
be held June 8-10 at the Rio Grand
Hotel in Alamosa, CO. Joyce Camp,
national conference chair for ABW
Ministries, and ChrisMarziale of
International Ministrieswill bethe
speakers.

Wyoming

On June 8-9, the women of Ameri-
can Baptist churchesin Wyoming
will meet in Lander at First Baptist
Church. IM missionary to Nicara-
gua, Kris Guiterrez will speak to the
group. The mission focusis based
on Romans10:14-15and 17-18.
Workshopsand group activities
will also be offered during the
conference.

Ministers Council

The Ministers Council was not able
to meet at the 2006 Gathering, and
therefore, were unable to elect
officersfor 2007. Since Mark Jervis
had completed one year of Paul
Martin’'s term as Senator to the
ABCUSA Ministers Council and
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two three-year terms of his own, he
could not continue as the ABCRM
Senator. In order to continue
functioning, the Executive Commit-
tee of the ABCRM Ministers
Council determined that they would
shift positionsfor 2007 thereby
enabling them to have representa-
tion on the national Senate and also
in an effort to get the ABCRM
Council active and healthy again. In
so doing, thefollowing arethe
officers pro tem: Mark Jervis,
President; Mike Sayler, Senator;
and Gary Bowser, Secretary/
Treasurer.

It isthe goa of these officersto
work hard at getting back on track.
They intend to make every effort to
secure needed time at each Gather-
ing for abusiness meeting. At that
time they plan to have an election of
nominated officers. They are
communicating by e-mail with
Region pastors.

American Baptist Churches
USA

Mary Hulst, Vice-President of
ABCUSA, highlighted the 2007
Biennial asacentennial celebration
for our denomination. She also
reported that the Office of the
General Secretary ended 2006 in
theblack financialy. Since United
Mission giving has decreased,
others have recognized the value

of the work done by OGS staff and
have picked up the challenge to
support their work. She also an-
nounced that some significant
structural changes will be presented
to the General Board for consider-
ation thissummer.

Other Reports

In addition to the verbal reports, the
Board received written reports from
Gordon Kieft, Wayne Dvirnak, Mike
Oldham, and Ingrid Dvirnak.

Next Meeting

The next meeting of the Region
Board will be held on August 24-25,
2006.
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Bill Golson Authors New Book

“In the church there is seemingly an exorbi-
tant amount of time given to preaching

and teaching the matter of salvation (and
rightly so), tofinancial prosperity, tothe
exercise of faith, and to other doctrinal
matters. Oftentimes, these matters are
addressed to the exclusion of hearing what
God has to say on the fundamental matter
of just learning to live with each other,
relationships.

On the Matter of
Re atlonthps...

8 |

?;i~=-~ !

More than ever, there is a need for people-
young and old; single and married; with
children and without-to hear clearly the
biblical foundationuponwhichour relation-
ships are to be established. Those who are
engaged inturbulent relationships, seeking a
mate, and wrestling with gender issues,
need tofind biblical guidelinesfor understanding their roles.

|
|
B -,

V. WILLIAM T. GOLSON,; JR.

Asyou read this book, it will be a source of
enlightenment to you personally, and to those
whom God brings your way for sound coun-
$I .!7

The above quote is from the back cover of Bill
Golson’'s new book, On the Matter of Rela-
tionships.. . . . The book resulted from
aseries of sermons on relationships delivered
as part of his pastoral ministry at True Light
Baptist Church in Denver. It was, and re-
mains, hisgoal to address significant issues
that often go unaddressed in our churches.
Pastor Golson notes, “ The church is, among
other things, ahospital where those embroiled
and embedded in sin, those challenged to
compromise, can find strength, healing, and
deliverance. The problem is often that those of us who are supposed to be
spiritual physiciansare not prescribing the proper spiritual medicine.”

Bill Golson isamember of the Region Board and serves on the Executive
Committee aswell. We cel ebrate with him the publication of his new book.
On the Matter of Relationships. . . is available for purchase directly from
the church or on their secure website: http://www.truelightonline.org.
Books may also be ordered from Amazon, Barnes and Noble, Target,
Borders, and other book ordering websites.

ISBN #: 13:978-1-60266-023-6  ISBN #: 10:1-60266-023-9

Meritorious Service Award
Presented to Fort Morgan
Baptist Layman

According to a Fort Morgan Times
reporter, “ Meritorious Service
Awards are presented to citizens or
businesses for significant assistance
rendered to the police.”

Paul Erickson,
who has been a
trustee and deacon
at FBC/Fort
Morgan over the
course of many
years, was nomi-
nated to receive
thisprestigious
award by Sgt. Doug Schossow. On
December 11 Erickson comforted
and talked to an injured pedestrian
who had clung to amoving vehicle
inthe Wal-Mart parking lot and
subsequently fell off. Police deter-
minedthroughinvestigationand a
surveillance video that several
people either walked by or didn’t
offer any assistance. Paul was an
exception to this. Asevidenced in
thevideo, hedidn’t hesitate to
respondtotheinjuredindividual.
“Paul has a reputation in the com-
munity for assisting and making Fort
Morgan a better community. Others
that day hesitated, but Paul, a
stranger, helped another stranger in
adifficult situation,” Chief of Police
Keith Kuretich pointed out.

Wejoin First Baptist Church of Ft.
Morgan along with their pastor and
Region Board member, Tom
Wheeler, in congratul ating Paul
Erickson for this award. The story
sounds strangely familiar, doesn’tit?
Read the account of the original
Good Samaritanin Luke 10:25-37.

Sources. Fort Morgan Times
and Tom Wheeler

RMAB 3/15/07
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Training Academy’s
OT Course Enrollment
Remains Open

ABCRM’s Training Academy will
offer an Old Testament Course on
May 4-6. Seerelated article in the
last issue of RMAB at http://
www.abcrm.org/news_ar chives/
2007/abcrmnl0228.pdf. To
receiveadditional information
about this course and registration
forms, contact any office staff
person at 303-988-3900 or e-mail
office@abcrm.org or contact
Wayne Dvirnak at 307-638-8247
or wdvirnak @abcrm.org.

ABCRM Region Board Roster

Officers

Rich Schweissing, President

Cynthia Rigsby, Vice-President

Beth Sullivan, Secretary

Debra Clark, Treasurer

Jan McCormack, Immediate Past
President

Geographical Representatives
Alvin Wilkerson, Southeast CO/NM
Jim Witt, Western Slope

Bill Golson, Metro Denver

Mary Beth Mankin, Wyoming
TomWheeler, Northern Front Range

Committees
Nancy Darnell, Ministerial Leader
ship Committee Chair

Affiliated Ministries

Jackie Arnold, President, ABW
Ministries/CO

Barbara Vinzant, President, ABW
Ministries/WY

Deanna Dyer, Wyoba Board Chair

Clint Walker, Youth Representative

Mark Jervis, President, Ministers
Council

At-Large Members
Marie Heaton and Bruce Greer

ABCUSA General Board Members
Mary Hulst and Jim Peters
RMAB 3/15/07

Keeping a Spiritual Lent

For most Christians, Lent is a specia time of the year. It isthe six weeks
preceding Easter beginning with Ash Wednesday. Also by the tradition of
the early Church, it was atime for penitence and fasting. Penitence was
seen as throwing off an old life of sin as collected over ayear’stime and
preparing for the re-birth of the self at Easter. One helpful way to get there
was through fasting, i.e. giving up great amounts of food so the body would
undergo a cleansing experience. For most American Christians, Lent is
never taken quite that serioudly.

In some of our traditions, Lent has become atime for giving up meat (usu-
aly just red meat). For othersit means giving up something that is either
harmful (cigarettes, alcohol or chocolate) or something that may be for
especially pleasurable (once again, cigarettes, alcohol or chocolate). For
others, Lenten discipline may mean “taking something on” such asaservice
project or taking timeto read spiritually inspiring books. All of thisderives
from scripture where Jesus underwent temptation during his 40 days and
nights in the wilderness of the desert.

However, in today’ s fast paced and consumer oriented world, Lent is
becoming harder to keep. It takes spiritual disciplinejust to remember Lent
exists. Sacrifice and self discipline are no longer American, and maybe
never were.

In the midst of al of this however, there are many who do make the effort
to make Lent aHoly experience. The most popular way is to take time out
of our crazy lifestylesto re-discover atime of peace and serenity. Taking
long walks, spending quiet timea one, or simply doing nothing for awhile
becomes a true L enten experience. People who do this on aregular basis
during Lent may even discover away to change their life for the better.
Their Easter renewa may be a profound one which isreally what Lent is
all about.

But as anyone who tries these disciplines may discover, thisis not easy. We
tend to be a peopl e obsessed by the idea of always doing something or being
entertained at all times. Theinvention of the IPOD has allowed individualsto
avoid silence even when performing solitary acts. Even the threat of silence
terrifies some people. Except for the Quakers, most of our worship tradition
isuneasy with silence. Try just five minutes of silencein aworship service
sometime and see what happens.

We are now in the midst of the challenge of Lent. My own prayer is that
those who have entered into an intentional Lent are having a holy experi-
ence. | also pray that those who are still unfamiliar with Lent will giveit a
try even in these later weeks. Lent can be ajoyful time. Thiswill only
happen when you discover that trying a new spiritual experience can itself
bejoyful.
Warren Murphy, Director
Wyoming Association of Churches

rrrrr
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ABCUSA Applauds Nomination of Neville Callam As Baptist
World Alliance General Secretary

NevilleCallam, a
Jamai can pastor,
theol ogian, author,
media manager
and educator, has
been nominated to
succeed Denton Lotz as General
Secretary of the Baptist World
Alliance (BWA). Lotz retiresin
December 2007.

“ American Baptist Churches USA
(ABCUSA) is pleased with the
choice to recommend Rev. Neville
Callam as the nominee for the
position of General Secretary,” said
Leo Thorne, Associate General
Secretary for Mission Resource
Development, ABCUSA. “I applaud
the choice of someone from the
Caribbean, not only becausethat is
my homeland, but also because the
church is growing at its fastest pace
in the southern hemisphere. Rev.
Cadlam is adedicated servant of
Christ. The American Baptist family
will findin him acommitted |eader
to the Baptist World Alliance.”

Callam has had along history of
involvement inthe BWA beginning
in 1985. He served the international
body as vice-president from 2000 to
2005 and sitsonitsinfluential

I mplementation Task Force, which
has the mandate to make recom-
mended structural and other
changesto the BWA. In addition, he
has been a member of the Execu-
tive Committee and the Genera
Council. He served for ten years on
the Faith and Order Commission as
the BWA representative to the
World Council of Churches.

In the Caribbean, he served as
president of the Jamaica Baptist
Union (JBU) between 1985 and

1987, and from 2000 to 2002. He
hasheld every senior position in the
Jamai can convention, includingvice-
president, general treasurer, and
acting general secretary, and has
given unbroken serviceonits
Executive Committee since 1980.
Heisaformer vice-president of the
Caribbean Baptist Fellowship, one
of six continental federationsthat
make up the BWA.

Callam holdsseveral senior positions
in mediain Jamaica. He is chairman
of the board of management and
former general manager of The
Breath of Change, a Christian radio
station he founded, and is chairman
of the board of the Public Broad-
casting Corporation of Jamaica, a
public statutory organization. Heis
also afounding director of the
National ReligiousM ediaCompany
of Jamaica, the largest religious
radio and tel evision broadcasting
company inthe country. Callam
formerly chaired the Media Com-
mission of the JBU which is respon-
siblefor thedenomination’ sradio
and publicationministries.

A sought-after lecturer and teacher,
Calam hastaught at the United
Theological College of the West
Indies, JamaicaTheological Semi-
nary, the Caribbean Graduate
School of Theology, and asvisiting
lecturer at the Barbados Baptist
College. He sits on the University
Council of Jamaica, the major
accreditation body for collegesand
universitiesontheisland.

The author of five books has aso
written for several journals and has
made presentations at numerous
conferences, workshops, symposia,
and forainternationally. He was one

of the leading presenters at the
BWA Centenary Congress held in
Birmingham, England,in2005.

In speaking of hiscommitment to
the Christian gospel, Callam said,
“Living for Jesusiswhat my lifeis
about. My calling isto servethe
cause of Christ. | have had reason
to be very thankful for my Baptist
heritage, which | celebrate.”

Callam has been an ordained Baptist
pastor since 1977 and currently
serves as senior pastor of the
Tarrant Baptist Church in Kingston,
Jamaica' s capital. He holds degrees
from the University of the West
Indiesand Harvard Divinity School.
He and wife, Dulcie, are the parents
of two adult children.

Callam’s name is forwarded for the
position of General Secretary after a
longand exhaustiveinternational
search conducted by the Search
Committee, chaired by John
Sundquist, former Executive Direc-
tor of International Ministries,
ABCUSA.

Sundquist said, “Inreviewing the
documents and references and after
theinterviews, it isclear that Neville
Cdlamisthekind of ecclesiastical
and Christian statesman that we can
have pridein. Itiswonderful to
meet someone whose biblical and
theological groundingisnotonly
deep, but whose lifeis such that his
relationshipwith Christ and commit-
ment to the Church is so obvious.”

The vote for General Secretary will
take place during the BWA Genera
Council meetingin Accra, Ghana, in
July of thisyear.

BWA and ABCUSA Press Rel eases
RMAB 3/15/07
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Dates to Remember

April 28
Metro Denver Cluster Worship
Conference at Regis University

April 29
Northern Front Range Cluster
Meeting, American Baptist Church,
Fort Collins

May 4-5
Old Testament Course at ABCRM
Office

June 8-9
Wyoming ABW Ministries
Conference in Lander, WY

June 8-10
Colorado ABW Ministries
Conference in Alamosa, CO

June 29 - July 3
ABCUSA Biennial, Washington, DC

July
Baptist Camps at Grand Mesa

July 6-14
Bahamas Mission Trip

July 8-14
Front Range Camping
Wyoba Junior Camp

July 15-21
Wyoba Junior High Camp

July 22-28
Wyoba Senior High Camp

July 29-August 1
Wyoba Primary Camp

August 3-4
Wyoba 75" Anniversary
Celebration

August 23-24
Region Board Meeting

September 25-27
SoulJourners Retreat in Colorado
Springs

October 17-18
Healthy Congregations
Conference (Pre-Gathering Event)
in Grand Junction

October 19-20
Annual Gathering in Grand
Junction

The Rocky Mountain
American Baptist
is published by the
American Baptist Churches
of the Rocky Mountains
www.abcrm.org

Ingrid Dvirnak:
Newsletter Editor
idvirnak@abcrm.org

Publication dates are the
15" and 30"/31% of each month.

Deadlines for submissions are the
10" and 25" of each month.

Reprint permission is granted to
ABCRM churches.
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