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What in the world are we doing here any-
way?  That was the question we Soul-
Journers considered while in retreat at the 
Franciscan Retreat Center in Colorado 
Springs, September 25th through the 27th.  
We had expert help working our way to-
ward answers that both satisfied and led 
us on to more exploration. 
 
Roy Medley, General Secretary for 
American Baptists, reminded us that God 
loves us beyond anything we can imagine, 
and that we find our answers in commu-
nity with others.  
 
Deborah Van Broekhoven, Executive Di-
rector of the American Baptist Historical 
Society, emphasized the importance of 
remembering who we have been.  She told 
stories of Colorado and Wyoming church 
beginnings.  

Terry Myers is an ABC missionary 
in Bulgaria on temporary home as-
signment to promote the World Mis-
sion Offering. She has found that the 
theme for this year’s offering, 
“Surprised by God,” is an apt title for 
their experiences. 
 

Mike Williams (below), Pastor of Congre-
gational Care at Calvary Baptist, Denver, 
was our wor-
ship leader.  He 
wrote a song 
entitled “Life is 
a Journey,” es-
pecially for our 
conference, 
which encour-
ages us to look 
to the journey 
ahead, which 
begins today.  
 
The setting for 
our conference was delightful–in the city 
of Colorado Springs, but not of it. The 
hard-working committee, led by Carol  
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SoulJourners Retreat 
Continued from page 1 
 

Willard and John Pipe (right) did an out-
standing job of choosing not only the place, 
but the speakers, workshop leaders, devo-
tional leaders, and organizing everything in-
cluding the snacks. 
 
A terrific group of 55 people were in atten-
dance. If you would like a picture of these 
friends, e-mail your request to Ken Pinkham, 
kenpinkham@gmail.com. The SoulJourners 
Retreat dates for 2008 are September 16-18. 
We will return to the Franciscan Retreat Cen-
ter since we all found it beautiful and comfortable. 

 
Please plan to join us next 
year.  The time away from 
our “normal” lives, spent 
with friends known and new, 
led by dedicated leaders, is a 
gift we each can give our-
selves. 

Submitted by  

Carol Willard 

Co-Chair SoulJourners  

Committee 

Lunch With Rev. Dr. 
Roy Medley 
 
Twenty-five pastors and lay leaders had 
the pleasure of meeting for an informal 
lunch with the General Secretary for 
ABC-USA, Reverend Dr. Roy Medley. 
The lunch took place on Tuesday, Sep-
tember 25, at the Marigold Café in 
Colorado Springs. It was a refreshing 
time of fellowship and inspiration. 
 
Dr. Medley was in 
Colorado for the 
recent Soul-
Journers Retreat 
that was held on 
September 25th 
through the 27th, as 
he was one of the 
featured speakers there. While in our 
area, he agreed to get together with 
some of our local church leaders, and 
after enjoying lunch, Dr. Medley ad-
dressed our group to fill us in on some 
of the issues he is involved with as our 
General Secretary. 
 
As can be expected, Dr. Medley does a 
lot of traveling with his job, and one of 
his recent assignments took him to 
Lebanon, where he was part of a dele-
gation that met with many Muslim 
church leaders. In their meetings they 
discussed some ideas for furthering mu-
tual respect and understanding of each 
other’s cultures. Dr. Medley expressed, 
since the Muslim faith is one of the fast-
est growing beliefs in our country, it 
would benefit us to have a better under-
standing of one another. This dialog 
was one small step in this direction. 
 
Dr. Medley also discussed some of the 
concerns about a possible sale of the 
ABC-USA headquarters at Valley 
Forge, PA. This transaction is still in 
the negotiation phase, with one possible 
scenario resulting on our denomina-
tional office still using the building, but 
sharing it with other ABC-USA affili-
ates. 
 

Continued on page 3 

Rev. Dr. Medley, Rev. VanSpriell, Rev. Dr. Hulst Deborah Van Broekhoven 

SoulJourners having a great discussion! Edith Rowell 
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Lunch With Dr. Medley 
Continued from page 2 
 
He also briefly touched on the recent 
withdrawal of our Pacific Southwest 
members. On the bright side of this, 
since there are still many congregations 
still in line with us, there is now a reor-
ganization of interested congregations 
being formed, with the reorganization 
being coordinated by the Los Angeles 
Chapter of American Baptists 
 
One question asked of Dr. Medley was 
“What do you do in your spare time?” 

To which he replied that he enjoys just 
resting while he can. Since Dr. Med-
ley’s wife is a pastor for their church, he 
has an express understanding of the joys 
and challenges all of our pastors face in 
the ministry.  He encouraged us also by 
sharing that a new era of inter-
denominational cooperation and joint 
projects is in the future.  It was a real 
honor to meet this humble and gracious 
leader. 

 

Submitted by 
Lorraine Simpson 

First Baptist Church of Canon City 

The ABCRM Executive Minister 
Search Committee met on Sep-
tember 21, 2007 at the Region 
Office to discuss the twenty appli-
cations received in response to the 
position announcement. 
 
Each member of the Search Com-
mittee had received a packet with 
the documentation on each candi-
date prior to the meeting and was 
asked to award each candidate a 
grade (A, B, C) indicating high or 
low interest.  The meeting began 
with prayer that the Holy Spirit 
would guide the proceedings and 
point out the candidate best for 
ABCRM in the years ahead.  Dis-
cussion was open, with committee 
members expressing why each 
candidate received the awarded 
grade.  This discussion eliminated 
several from further discussion 
(those with a grade of C). 
 
The discussion then centered on 
the candidates who had received a 
B or better. The committee chose 
the final six from this list to send 
a second questionnaire. This 
document has questions designed 
to get information on manage-
ment issues, pastoral care, and 
issues facing ABCRM currently. 
Each candidate will be asked to 
submit a videotaped/DVD presen-
tation of a sermon, seminar, or 
workshop for the committee to 
view. These items must be sub-
mitted to the committee by Octo-
ber 15. 
 
The Search Committee will meet 
again on October 19 at 9:00 a.m. 
to review the responses to the 
questionnaire and the video pres-
entations. Your prayers for this 
process are coveted. 
 

Submitted by 

Deanna Dyer 

ABCRM Executive Minister  

Search Committee Member 

Search Committee 
Working 
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October already, and it's almost half 
over! It feels like August in Valley 
Forge…we are still in the 80's every-
day, but at least the leaves know what 
time of year it is, and like the world 
around us, the leaves are changing 

daily. 

So, since August there have been vol-
unteers serving around the world, in-
cluding North Africa, Burma 
(Myanmar) and Cambodia. There 
have also been quick plan changes as 
volunteers who were going to serve in 
Burma have been redirected to minis-

tries in Thailand.  

A group from Central Region sched-
uled to work with AMOS (A Ministry 
of Sharing Heath and Hope) arrived 
in Nicaragua ten days after Hurricane 
Felix devastated the north east corner. 
They were a huge blessing to AMOS 
and CEPAD's (Council of Protestant 
Churches in Nicaragua) relief efforts-
building a storage shed, packing and 
inventorying donations, and installing 

high frequency radio equipment. 

In God’s perfect timing the team's 
talents and passion for mission were 
used to meet the unique needs of 
God’s people. This is the case with 
EACH team, and each volunteer who 

serves in his/her community, Region, 

and around the world. 

As always, there are lots of 
needs.  You can find the most recent 
by going to the volunteers web page 
and clicking on October Feature Op-
portunities. http://
www.internationalministries.org/
opportunities/Volunteers/index.htm 
 

Music Camp, Haiti  
This just in!  Instructors and staff 
needed for the North Haiti Music 
Camp in Limbe, Haiti. Camp dates 
are July 16-30, 2008. There will be a 
children’s music camp, a leadership 
camp, a choir program, a band pro-
gram, and applied music in as many 
areas as God will provide volunteer 
instructors. If you are interested, 
please call IM (800-ABC-3USA) by 

October 31, 2007 or earlier if you can. 

Habitat for Humanity in Mexico!  
The need is great for American Bap-
tists to be part of Habitat’s mission 
experiences on February 2-10 and 
February 9-17.  According to Mexi-
can government estimates, about 10 
million families live in substandard 
housing.  This housing crisis is exac-
erbated by low wages, high unem-
ployment, credit access challenges, 
and inflated real estate pricing.  Habi-
tat’s build will take place in the com-
munities of Ayapango/Amecameca 
and Santiago de Anaya.  You will 
work alongside partner families to 
help mix mortar, lay block and con-

struct flooring using hand tools.  

Payap University, Thailand  
The International Business MBA 
(IBMBA) program at the Payap Uni-
versity in Chiang Mai is in need of 
lecturers from January - May 2008 
with a PhD in Business Administra-
tion. Payap University is a Christian 
University. It is the first private Uni-
versity in Thailand and is widely ac-
knowledged by students in Thailand 

as one of the best private universities 
offering teaching and learning courses 

in English.  

Wholistic Health Ministries, Haiti  
Be a member of a Christian faith 
based health team to help improve 
educational and service infrastruc-
tures in the areas of Public Health, 
Preventive Medicine, Curative Medi-
cine, and Spiritual Counseling. Assist 
and serve indigenous local commu-
nity health care providers and com-
munity leaders as they serve persons 
in the community at risk for poor 
health. From medical professionals to 
volunteer coordinator to teaching, 
construction, automotive repair, pho-
tography, communications, and 

more!  

Discovery Team Schedule is avail-

able!   
Check online to download a copy or 

call us and we’ll mail you one! 

Xtreme Team Thailand 2008  
Dates June 12-July 21    
Applications are being accepted now.   
More information and a download-
able application at 
www.xtremeteamonline.org  

Submitted by 
Angela Sudermann 

Associate Coordinator 

Volunteers in Global Mission 

Mission Opportunities from ABC-
USA & International Ministries 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
“I Have Called You Friends” (John 15:15) will help pastors and stewardship leaders 
design a giving campaign for next year. The magazine includes a series of four worship 
services — including sermon ideas and songs — that teach the beauty of the offering 
and invite people to consider their future giving. 
 
The magazine, which sells for $9/copy, includes outlines for three services in the cen-
ter insert. Information for the fourth is available on the Ecumenical Stewardship Center 
website: www.stewardshipresources.org. Most churches 
will need only one or two copies of the magazine because 
all resources can be photocopied. These theme materials 
are available to coordinate with the magazine. Prices 
don’t include shipping and handling. 
 
Poster $1.25/ea.   Bible bookmark $9/100 
Bulletin cover $10/100   No. 10 envelope $10/100 
Bulletin inserts $4.50/100  Mailing envelope $5/100 
Letterhead $7.50/100   Commitment (pledge)  
    card $9/100 
Order Directly from Judson Customer Service 

1-800-4JUDSON (458-3766) 

American Baptist Churches of the Rocky Mountains 

6855 S. Havana Street, Ste. 220 

Centennial, CO 80112 
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Larry VanSpriell 
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lvanspriell@abcrm.org 
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15th and 30th/31st of each month. 
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