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Often we are 
called to do a 
work for God. It 
can be anything: 
shovel snow for 
the neighbor, be 
nice to the peo-
ple at work, read God’s Word for 15 
minutes each day. We may not even 
know that God called us to do the work. 
We may not recognize it as work because 
God has so wonderfully gifted us. Never-
theless, God needs something done, so 
we are called. 
 
The small works are not a problem, but 
the big works might be. Not for God, but 
for us.  We begin to think of reasons why 
we can’t do the work God has asked us to 
do.  It’s a common phenomenon. Moses 
did it. I have done it. You have probably 
done it as well.  When God calls us to a 
big work, like an international mission 
trip, we may really pull out the excuses: 
job, physical problems, money, family 
concerns, and fears. 
 
In Psalm 18 God has an answer for our 
excuses.  “For who is God except the 
Lord? And who is a rock besides our 
God?  The God who girded me with 
strength, and made my way safe. He 
made my feet like the feet 
of a deer, and set me se-
cure on the heights. He 
trains my hands for war, 
so that my arms can bend 
a bow of bronze. You 
have given me the shield 
of your salvation, and 
your right hand has sup-
ported me: your help has 
made me great. You gave 
me a wide place for my 

steps under me, 
and my feet did 
not slip.” 
 
God does not re-
quire that we 
have the strength 

to participate in a mission trip. God does 
not require that we have the money, a 
schedule free of responsibilities for 10 
days, no lurking family or personal con-
cerns, or that we understand the language 
and currency of this foreign land. God 
has promised these things and more: 
strength, safety, sure steps (emotional, 
intellectual and physical) and a safe land-
ing. God teaches us how to fight spiritual 
battles, and win. We are made strong in 
the Lord, very strong. Our salvation pro-
tects us from unwanted fears and way-
ward desires. We find unknown re-
sources at our disposal enabling us to be 
great. We find that the logistics of the 
mission trip are not a tightrope walk, but 
a wide place easy to navigate. 
 
Has God called you to go to Bulgaria, 
Cambodia, Nicaragua or Thailand as a 
member of a mission team?  Have you 
pulled out the excuses for why you can’t 
go? Throughout the Bible we read that 
God is an excuse crusher. Believe that. 

Call the Region office 
today and sign up for one 
of these mission trips. Or 
shovel snow for your 
neighbor, be nice to the 
people at work, and read 
the Bible faithfully. 

 
Submitted by 
Jenita Calton 

ABCRM  
Missions Team 

God the Excuse Crusher 

www.abcrm.org
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The bottom line: “Christ”mas is 
about connecting. That’s it, nothing 
more, nothing less. 
 
Luke’s version of the birth story is 
critical to our understanding of who 
Jesus is and what he is 
about. There are always 
unexpected guests in 
Jesus’ world, from be-
ginning to end. 
 
If you haven’t read the Scrip-
tures you would never guess who has 
been invited to the birth of a savior. I 
am reminded of that classic movie 
about an unexpected guest, “Guess 
Who’s Coming to Dinner?” Spencer 
Tracy and Katherine Hepburn are the 
parents living in an upper middle 
class neighborhood. Their daughter 
surprises them by bringing home her 
fiancé for a holiday dinner—a young 
man played by Sidney Poitier—whom 
they have not yet met. Who would 
have guessed? The genius of this 
movie was that it was a delightful 
comedy with the biggest stars at that 
time with a message that sought to 
break down destructive stereotypes 
and attitudes about race and social 
class.    
 
Luke’s nativity story, with the shep-
herds playing a prominent role, has 
the very same message and same in-
tent. Guess who’s coming to the man-
ger? 
 
    I think we all know God well 
enough to not be amazed that God is 
full of surprises! In Luke’s story of 
Christ’s birth the shepherds are very 
important guests. That is a great 
irony—shepherds in that time and 
place would not ever be deemed im-
portant by anyone else other than God 

and Jesus, period. Shepherds 
would not make any-
one’s guest list. But the 
angels, on orders from 
You Know Who, in-
vited these wretched 
outcasts to the manger. 

Simply put, for 
God to be God, 
and for God to 

be the kind of 
God that we want to 
worship and be 

close to, God wanted and needed to 
invite the shepherds to the manger. 
 
Unexpected guests herded like sheep 
to the manger by the angels. The 
shepherds represent a lot of folks: the 
“under-belly of society,” the common 
folk, the strugglers and the seekers. 
Those who wrestle with the difficul-
ties of life (of course that means all of 
us at one time or another) are at the 
manger. Those who don’t have it all 
together and don’t have it all figured 
out are there at the manger. Those 
who have lost hope, are disillusioned 
and have lost meaning in their lives—
they are there, too. God doesn’t leave 
anybody out. They may not have any-
thing else, but they have an invitation 
to the manger. 
 
Christ has come to earth to connect 
us—to God and to one another.   
Moss Hart, the late famous Broadway 
writer and director, in his autobiogra-
phy, Act One, describes one particular 
Christmas Eve at the turn of the cen-
tury when he was ten and the family 
was living in New York City. Be-
cause of their poverty Moss was sur-
prised that special night when his fa-
ther said, “Let’s go downtown and 
walk down to 149th Street,” a part of 

town where pushcarts full of toys 
were lined up for shoppers.  
 
Moss knew his Dad was going to try 
to buy him a Christmas present, but 
he also knew that his Dad had very 
little money—later he figured his fa-
ther might have had 75 cents in his 
pocket. As they walked by these carts, 
Moss said he saw all sorts of toys he 
wanted. But after his father asked the 
price, the two of them would move 
quietly to the next cart, his father put-
ting his hands in his pockets fingering 
the coins. So it went from one cart to 
the other. Nothing the youngster 
wanted could be purchased for what 
his father had been able to save. This 
is how Moss Hart remembered his 
feeling that Christmas Eve night: 
 
As I looked up at him I saw a look of 
despair and disappointment in his 
eyes that brought me closer to him 
than I had ever been in my life.  I 
wanted to throw my arms around him 
and say, “It doesn’t matter…I under-
stand…this is better than a chemistry 
set or a toy soldier…I love you!” But 
instead we stood shivering beside 
each other for a moment—then turned 
away from the last two pushcarts and 
started silently back home. I don’t 
know why the words remained choked 
up inside of me. 
 
I didn’t even take his hand on the way 
home nor did he take mine. We were 
not on that basis. Nor did I ever tell 
him how close I felt that night—that 
for a little while the wall between fa-
ther and son had crumbled away and 
I knew that we were two lonely people 
struggling to reach each other. 
 

Continued on page 3 

The View from Here:  
Luke’s Nativity: “Guess Who’s Coming to the Manger?” 
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The View 
Continued from 
page 2 
 
It reminds me so 
much of myself 
and my father: 
the feelings of 
closeness and the 
regrets for missed 
moments that 
might have been. 
Don’t let those 
moments pass you by. Take the hand 
and speak the words that are in your 
heart. What a gift it would be to sur-
prise somebody with those words in this 
sacred season.  
 
Surely the shepherds being led to the 
manger was God saying to them, “I love 
you and I want you to know that you 
are loved now and always.”  Christmas 
is about God wanting so deeply to 
connect with all his children!  
 
Lord, bring us together in your Spirit 
with sisters and brothers everywhere. 
Connect us and re-connect us. Lord, 
help us to nurture our ongoing relation-
ships and to restore and reconcile bro-
ken connections, in your name for your 
sake and ours. Amen. 

 
Submitted by 

Larry VanSpriell 
ABCRM  

Interim Executive Minister 
 

Do you wonder what your offerings go to? Here is an answer for you from the 
American Baptist News Service. 

National Ministries’ office of Direct Human 
Services has released $5,000 in One Great 
Hour of Sharing (OGHS) undesignated disas-
ter funds to assist an American Baptist 
Churches USA church reaching out to its 
members and the greater community affected 
by recent flooding in the state of Washington. 

First Baptist Church of Chehalis has been assisting in the evacuation of 
flooded houses and businesses. The overflowing waters of the Chehalis River, 
about 35 miles south of Olympia, WA, have inundated stretches of land be-
tween Chehalis and Centralia. Much of the news coverage is featuring dam-
age in an area only about a mile from First Baptist Church. The First Baptist 
building has not been damaged, but other churches in the community are un-
der 18 or more inches of water. 

“Generous and caring American Baptists empower National Ministries to 
bring God’s love and compassion to those across the United States and Puerto 
Rico whose lives are torn asunder by disaster. We give thanks for the faithful 
American Baptists who support One Great Hour of Sharing for times like 
these,” says Dr. Aidsand F. Wright-Riggins III, National Ministries’ executive 
director. 

Pastor Mark Wilks requests 
prayers for those devastated by 
the recent flooding. He reports 
a number of families who have 
been rescued from their homes 
will be unable to return; some 
homes may be a total loss. One 
family in the congregation may 
lose an entire dairy farm, in-
cluding as many as 250 head of 
cattle. 

Kenneth George, National Ministries’ coordinator of Direct Human Services, 
asks for continuing support of OGHS by American Baptists. “Only through 
undesignated disaster funds can we reach out quickly to our own members 
and others across the country in times of devastation and great need. Faithful 
and joyful giving to this annual offering empowers American Baptist 
Churches USA, through National Ministries and International Ministries, to 
make a difference in people’s lives.” 

American Baptist News Service 

One Great Hour of Sharing Funds Aid  
Washington Flood Victims 
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It is hard to believe that we began our 
search process in April 2007—in 
some ways it feels like we have only 
just begun our search and in other 
ways it feels like we have been at it 
forever. Dr. Jeff Woods from ABC-
USA told us it would take approxi-
mately one year before we had a new 
executive minister (EM) and he was 
quite prophetic! It now looks as if we 
may have our new permanent EM in 
place by March/April 2008! We now 
have a candidate we believe will be 
the one God wishes us to call to lead 
our Region into a deeper sense of 
mission and ministry. 
 
In accordance with search protocols, 
the identity of the candidate needs to 
remain confidential until a call is is-
sued from the Board, the Candidate 
has accepted and a contract has been 
signed. But the process continues to 
be totally transparent to everyone. 
 
Therefore allow me to recap for 
you where we have been in this 
search process:  
 
1.  After a lot of pre-search work and 
planning from April to June 07, we 
began advertising for candidates in 
June. 
 
2.  By September 07 we had twenty 
qualified applications in response to 
our position announcement. The com-
mittee whittled the field of 20 down 
to our top six candidates and sent 
them some pointed interview ques-
tions. These questions were designed 
to get information on management 
issues, pastoral care, and issues facing 
ABCRM currently. Each candidate 
was also asked to submit a video-
taped/DVD presentation of a sermon, 
seminar, or workshop for the commit-
tee to view. 
 
3.  During our annual session meeting 
in October 07, the committee met to 

review the additional information 
from our six candidates. This was one 
of the most difficult meetings as all 
six were very viable candidates but 
we feel the Holy Spirit guided our 
decisions as by the end of our meet-
ing, we were in unanimous agree-
ment. 
 
In that October meeting, two candi-
dates were eliminated from further 
consideration, two were asked to 
come to Denver for a personal inter-
view and the files/materials of two 
others were kept “on file” in case we 
needed/wanted for any reason to in-
terview additional candidates. 
 
4. On 10 December 07, the Search 
Committee and non-voting mem-
bers—Dr Woods, Board President 
Rich Schweissing and our Region 
Administrator Karen Van met to in-
terview two stellar candidates. Their 
spouses were also invited to sit in on 
the interview and participate during 
the question and answer period.  
 
• Twenty questions had been pre-
pared to solicit about their personal 
call and theology, ministry skills, 
viewpoint on congregational relation-
ships and leadership, regional admini-
stration, issues beyond the region and 
any concerns the candidates them-
selves had. 
 
• Once again we felt the guidance 
of the Holy Spirit as the voting mem-
bers all felt led to see one candidate 
as the best “fit” for our Region. In 
confirmation after the vote was taken, 
our three non-voting members also 
affirmed the choice of the committee. 
 
• It was a thorough and amiable 
process which Dr Woods called an 
“excellent interview process.” That 
same night, both candidates were 
called with the results of the meeting 
and our EM Candidate choice and 

spouse were asked to meet with Presi-
dent Rich Schweissing and Region 
staff the next day. 
 
5.  On 11 December 07, Rich (on be-
half of the Board) and the Candidate 
began serious contract and logistics 
negotiations. {The Board in October 
had given Rich and the Search Com-
mittee the broad based parameters for 
a Job Description and Contract.) 
 
• There were no serious concerns 
or “show stoppers” but some minor 
compromises on salary, relocation 
costs and hiring timing may need to 
be adjusted to satisfy the needs of the 
Candidate & family as well as Region 
needs. 
 
• Rich met with Karen Van to “run 
the budget numbers” in order to pre-
pare a recommendation for the Execu-
tive Committee of the Board to dis-
cuss at a called telephonic meeting on 
Dec 16th. The Executive Committee 
of the Board (tasked with Region Per-
sonnel issues and authorized to con-
duct Region business between Region 
meetings) met by conference call on 
16 December 07 to discuss the Ex-
ecutive Minister’s Job Description 
and Contract. 
 
• An EM Contract was authorized 
and voted on to be presented to our 
EM Candidate. President Schweissing 
communicated the authorized contract 
to the Candidate 
 
• The Candidate had one more re-
quest which Rich took back to the 
Executive Committee via email 
vote—that issue was resolved and 
communicated back to the Candidate. 
A Job Description and Contract are 
now ready to be entered into presum-
ing the Region Board chooses to 
“call” this Candidate to be our new 
EM. 

Continued on page 5 

ABCRM Executive Minister’s Search Committee Update: 
We are almost there! 
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ABCRM EM Search 
Committee Update 
Continued from page 4 
 
What remains to be accomplished 
in order to call a new EM? 
 
On 12 January 08 the Search Com-
mittee’s Candidate of Choice will be 
presented to the full Region Board. 
 
•     The board will have opportunity 
to meet, hear from and question the 
Candidate. 
 
•     The Candidate will have the op-
portunity to meet the full Board and 
to clarify any remaining concerns. 
 
•     Several Search Committee Mem-
bers, who are also members of the 
Board, will share with the full Board 
their reasons for presenting this Can-
didate to the Board for a “call.” 
 
•     A vote of the full Board will be 
taken as to our desire to issue a for-
mal call to the Candidate to become 
our new EM. 
 
•     Presuming a positive vote of the 
Board, the Candidate will be formally 
offered the call to become our next 
EM. [If the Board votes not to call 
this Candidate, the process will be 
turned back to the Search Committee] 
 
•     Presuming a positive response 
from the Candidate, President 

Schweissing and the candidate will 
sign the pre-authorized EM Contract. 
Dates and logistics of moving to 
Colorado and beginning work will be 
finalized 
 
•      At this point, the name and in-
formation of our “New Executive 
Minister” will become available to 
any and all persons. 
 
Additional details: 
 
•     A time of Celebratory Thanks 
for our Interim Executive Minister, 
Rev. Larry VanSpriell, will be sched-
uled and announced. 
 
•     A Installation Service and Re-
ception for the new Executive Minis-
ter will be scheduled and announced. 
 
What is left for all of you to do? 
PLEASE continue to pray—do not 
let up now! 
 
Pray for the January Board meeting 
that all of our Region representatives 
may clearly feel and speak the “mind 
of Christ” and hopefully come to con-
sensus concerning a new EM. 
 
Pray for the Candidate and family 
that they too may clearly feel and 
speak the “mind of Christ” and be 
willing, if called, to accept this awe-
some, and often thankless job of Re-
gion pastoral leadership. 
 
Pray for Rev. Larry VanSpriell that 

he may indeed deeply feel our love 
and appreciation for his superlative 
ministry to us in our time of need. 
 
Pray for our entire Region Staff that 
they too may feel our deep gratitude 
for their continued ministry to us dur-
ing this difficult time of transition and 
for the “peace of Christ” to enfold all 
of them as ANY time of transition is 
fraught with both excitement and 
anxiety. 
 
Pray for Dr. Jeff Woods, that he may 
also feel the gratitude of a grateful 
Region for not only his shepherding 
of us through this search process but 
his wisdom and pastoring of us—
especially the Region officers, staff 
and search committee during our 
emotionally difficult time of transi-
tion. 
 
Pray for the EM Search Committee 
that all might feel the Lord saying 
through us—“well done good and 
faithful servants.” 
 
Pray that each of us may fully and 
completely be committed to support-
ing, encouraging and ministering with 
the new EM so that the work of the 
Region on behalf of the Kingdom 
may be advanced as God wills. 
 

On behalf of the entire  
EM Search Committee, 

 
Rev. Dr. Jan McCormack  

EM Search Committee Co-Chair  

 
The ABCRM Region office 

wants to wish you and your 
family a very Blessed and 

Happy New Year! 
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2008 Cheyenne  
Gathering Planning    
 
The 2008 Annual Gathering for our 
American Baptist family of the Rocky 
Mountain Region will be held in Chey-
enne, WY hosted by the First Baptist 
Church on October 17-18. 
 
The Gathering Program Planning 
Committee (GPPC) 
will begins its work 
early in the new 
year. This group will 
discern an appropri-
ate Biblical theme 
along with speakers, 
educational workshops and a pre-
Gathering conference for lay and 
clergy throughout the region. 
 
The members of the planning  
committee are:  
• Deanna Dyer, chairperson, Trinity 

Baptist Church, Douglas, WY;  
• Dick Glandt, First Baptist,        

Torrington, WY;  
• Brenda Goodman, Calvary Baptist, 

Denver, CO; 
• Rev. Lyn King, Pastor, First    

Baptist, Cheyenne, WY;  
• Vianey Lopez, Palabra de Fe, 

Aurora, CO;  
• Rev. Doug Carr, Pastor, Calvary 

Baptist, Cheyenne, WY;  
• Veda Patterson, Macedonia     

Baptist, Denver, CO;  
• Rev. Scott Simpson, Pastor, FBC 

Canon City, CO;  
• Debbie Setlock, First Baptist, 

Boulder, CO;  
• Jim Witt, First Baptist Grand  

Junction, CO;  
• Karen Van, ABCRM;  
• Mary Tellis, ABCRM;  
• Mike Oldham, ABCRM;  
• Executive Minister, ABCRM.    
 
Alyce Keys and Jessica Fischer from 
the ABCRM office will provide staff 
support. 

Submitted by 
Larry VanSpriell 

ABCRM 
Interim Executive Minister 

God’s Squad Puppet team from First 
Baptist Church is once again making an 
impact around Cheyenne. The team pre-
sented its 3rd Christmas program to the 
people of Cheyenne this year. Started and 
directed by Rick and Cheryl Morse about 
4 years ago the team continues to enter-
tain around Cheyenne with puppeteers 
from the church. The team performs year 
round and in the past years they have 
performed many times at their church, 
other churches, Pointe Frontier Retire-
ment Community and Comea House, a 
local shelter. They have also hosted a 

local Puppet festival which brought in other teams from around Cheyenne. The 
team was invited last Christmas to participate in a special event, “Christmas in 
Centennial” where they performed a play written specially for this event. The 
event was held in Centennial, Wyoming about 100 miles west of Cheyenne. 
This allowed the team to reach people outside Cheyenne. 
 
The team has already performed their Christmas program at Comea house and 
Pointe Frontier, Frontier Mall on the 15th and what was to be a final show for 
the season at First Baptist Church on the 21st of December. Unfortunately, we 
had a bad storm and so we will be rescheduling the show for the January. God 
has truly blessed our min-
istry as we reach both 
children and adults with 
the Lord’s message. We 
pray that God will grow 
this ministry and allow us 
to continue with it for 
many years to come. 
 
If you think you might like to have us perform at your church you can contact 
Cheyenne First Baptist Church at (307) 632-9334 to see if we would be able to 
come, we are close to the Denver area (which is about 100 miles away) and 
would consider requests from this area as it is close. Others may have to be 
determined on distance. If you have a puppet team, ventriloquist, other types of 

entertainment, the 
team is planning for 
another festival next 
summer, please let 
us know if you 
might like to partici-
pate. May God bless 
all your ministries. 
 

Submitted by 
Rick Morse 

God’s Squad Puppet 
Team Director 

Puppets for God 
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“Hurry, we don’t want to be late,” Andrea 
says to her friend who has not been here 
before, as they run up the stairs. On the 
landing Andrea takes her miner’s hard hat 
from the shelf and finds one for her friend.  
She explains that they need their miner’s 
lights on while they are going through the 
dark tunnel that leads to the mine and its 
mill house. After noticing the sign that 
warns to watch for ore carts, they arrive at 
the mill house and turn their lights off. 
 
In the “Bible Gold Mine” there is something 
more precious than silver, gems or gold to be 
found. Among a loaded ore cart, shelves of 
special stones, and tables for personal learning 
activities like breaking your own geode to dis-
cover God’s beauty inside, is reference after 
reference to God’s Word. 
 
Andrea shows her friend a miniature book case explaining that she 
helped paint the orange books which represent the twelve books of 
history in the Old Testament. “We haven’t mined those books yet,” 
she says, “we’re just in Genesis, the first Book of the Law.” The 
learning centers are ready for visitors as some of the students 
quickly review their memory verses. 
 
The “Bible Gold Mine” is a project of Terri Springston, wife of In-
terim Pastor, Jerry Springston. Terri has years of experience work-
ing with children’s education and knows that youngsters are eager 
to learn, particularly if the setting is specially suited to their level 
and interests. Children are good at inviting their friends and the 
friends may bring their entire family! 
 
Terri has developed a three-year plan on the subject of the Word of 
God for Children’s Church. It includes lesson plans, related activi-
ties and craft supplies for hands-on learning. She started with the 
mining theme because mining is a familiar sight in western Colo-
rado. The undertaking has involved ever-so-many people in the 
church, with construction of the mine shaft, donations of mining 
tools and stones and minerals of every sort. Hours of painting and 
loads of donated tin cans, paper spools, scrap tiles, bottles, etc. have 
been graciously contributed by the people of the congregation. Vol-
unteer story tellers and “visiting Bible characters” complete the list 
of human resources required to “dig” into God’s Word. 
 
A big, big thanks to Terri and for the many prayers for the children. 

Submitted by  
Katherine Currier 

First Baptist Church 
Grand Junction, CO 

The “Mine” at First Baptist Church of 
Grand Junction, CO 
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Discover your 
PASSION! 
Realize your 

MISSION! 

This article was printed in the January 1978 
issue of the Rocky Mountain American  
Baptist. 
 
Light: 
• streaming down in warm shafts of 

early summer sun, 
• seeping from winter fires into dark 

corners, 
• dancing off of the bright surfaces of 

broken glass, 
• glowing from muted bulbs hung in 

dark stairways, 
• cradling us in the secure knowledge 

of our own reality. 
 
Have you ever tried to imagine what it 
must be like to walk in eternal darkness 
without the reassurance of sight? The 
only objects which would exist would be 
those you could touch or smell or hear. 
 
Yet millions of Americans are blind. 
They walking a spiritual darkness, blind 
to the radiating love of Jesus, unaware of 

the joy and fulfillment gained from living 
as He live.  
 
“I am the light of the world,” Jesus tells  
us in John 8:12. “He who follows me will 
not walk in darkness, but will have the 
light of life.” 
 
But what does following Jesus entail? It 
means much more than saying “right on!” 
and nodding in agreement as you read the 
Bible. 
 
“You are the light of the world,” He tells 
us. “A city on a hill cannot be hid. Nor do 
men light a lamp and put it under a 
bushel, but on a stand and it gives light to 
all in the house. Let your light so shine 
before men that they may see your good 
works and give glory to your Father who 
is in heaven.” (Matthew 5:14-16) 
 
“Let your light shine” is a reminder that 
we all must minister through preaching, 
reaching and teaching to spread the light 
of Jesus’ message of love and truth. 

Let Your Light Shine 


