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Dear Praying Friends in the ABCRM, 
 
As we prepare our hearts and minds for this 
year’s ABCRM Gathering, our theme scripture 
speaks of the work of the Holy Spirit that we 
believe the Lord will do among the churches of 
our Rocky Mountain Region: “But you will 
receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on 
you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusa-
lem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the 
ends of the earth.” (Acts 1:8) 
 
You will recall that the Lord told his disciples 
to “tarry” in Jerusalem until this gift was given. 
They gathered in an upper room and stayed 
constantly in prayer. (Acts 1: 13,14). It was in 
this posture that the Holy Spirit found them 
when He came. Wow! What an awesome exam-
ple for us! 
 
We consider these months leading to the 
ABCRM 2008 Gathering as our “Upper Room” 
time. This is the first of several prayer guides 
that we will provide so that we can join together 
with “one heart and one mind” in prayer for our 
Regional event this fall. Please join us in prayer 
and come expecting! See the praying points on 
page 3. 
 
Praying with you, 

Gina Gibson 
Prayer Team Coordinator for 2008 Gathering 

Racing Toward 
Christ 
Continued from page 1 
 
Pastor Alvin explained that 
just like on the trail of life, 
Jesus was with the kids on 
the trail they were hiking at 
that point. He said that the 
kids may wear down, but 
the verse calls for 
“endurance.” He said that endurance can come from Christ. All they 
(and you) need to do is stop and pray to the Lord saying, “Help me 
Jesus!” The kids prayed that prayer many times throughout the week, 
especially during their three hour hike to the top of Soldiers Peak. 
 
All ages of the kids reached out to Christ that week, as did the camp 
leaders. Christ reached back and touched those kids in ways only 
camping can. The kids and leaders had a busy, but fulfilling week.  

 
I encourage you to contemplate 
attending camp next year, as ei-
ther a camper (grades 2nd 
through 12th) or as a group 
leader, craft leader, camp pastor, 
or other volunteer. You may be 
touched more than you can even 
imagine. 
 
Front Range Camping dates for 
next year are July 19-25. We 
hope to see you there. 
 

Jessica Fischer 
Front Range Camping 

Elementary Coordinator 

Find out what happened on the 
ABCRM Mission Experiences 

trip to Bulgaria 
 
Go to the ABCRM Mission Experiences 

blog at  
http://abcrmmissionexperiences. 

blogspot.com/. 

Remember to attend 
Rev. Dr. Steve VanOstran’s 

Installation as ABCRM’s 
Executive Minister 

 
July 13, 2008 

4:00 pm 
Crossroads Church (North Campus) 

53 E 128th Ave 
Thornton, CO 80241 

A reception will follow the service for you to 
meet Steve and his family. Please join us. 

http://abcrmmissionexperience.blogspot.com/
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Pastor of First Baptist of Grand Junction Receives Doctor of Ministry Degree 
The First Baptist Church 
of Grand Junction an-
nounces the bestowal of 
the degree Doctor of 
Ministry on their current 
pastor, the Reverend 
David DeMott. Fuller 
Theological Seminary, 
celebrating its 60th anni-
versary and located in 

Pasadena, CA issued the degree on June 14. Dr. DeMott 
attended both the doctoral hooding and a commencement 
exercise.  

Dr. Richard J. Mouw, Fuller’s president, says this class 
was the seminary’s largest graduating class, also making it 
the biggest graduating class of any degree granting semi-
nary ever. Dr. DeMott is First Baptists’ 24th pastor, having 
begun service in March. His degree focus was on Christian 

spiritual formation, with an 
emphasis on young adult 
formation in a non-
Christian context. 

 
Betty Shoaf 

Member 
First Baptist Church 
Grand Junction, CO 

Please pray: 
 
• for the planning committee for this event. 

Please pray for safety as they travel from 
various places to meet together. Also pray 
for God’s presence and power during each 
meeting and for unity so that the meeting 
times are effective and meaningful. 

• for our Executive Regional Minister, Steve 
Van Ostran, and our Board as they prayer-
fully cast a vision for future ministry in our 
Region. 

• for our workshop committee, as they seek to 
provide workshops that will be transforma-
tional for individuals and churches. 

• for our special speakers, Dr. Harry Riggs 
and Karen Smith. 

• for revival for all the churches of the 
ABCRM. 

• for FBC Cheyenne, the host church for this 
year’s event. Please pray for staff and vol-
unteers as they will take on additional re-
sponsibilities. 

• that the Lord will provide “laborers” for a 
prayer team who will cover this event in 
prayer from beginning to end. 

• that in all aspects of this event, we will 
bring glory to our Father in heaven and to 
His Son, Jesus Christ and that what we do 
will bring God’s Kingdom on earth as it is 
in heaven. 

 

In southern Indiana, many communities experienced severe flooding, in 
some places more than ever before. Several American Baptist churches 
had flooded basements and several sustained varying degrees of damage. 
However, the most severe damage was seen in people's homes. For 
American Baptists in this Region, the hardest hit communities were Co-
lumbus and Martinsville and the area surrounding those cities. Many 
American Baptist families were affected by relatively minor damage, 
some had severe damage; in a least a couple instances people actu-
ally lost their homes. 
  
In terms of American Baptist related help, these have occurred so far: 
  
Richard Reese, our MMBB representative, called asking for the names of 
clergy who have substantial personal loss. At this point, five names have 
been forwarded to him. 
  
The Indiana-Kentucky American Baptist Men's Trailer has been in Co-
lumbus since the beginning. Volunteers from our churches have been 
working daily in Columbus. 
  
OGHS initially released to our Region $5,000 last week. I understand 
another $5,000 will be released this week. 
   
In at least 2 instances, local churches have either sent or personally deliv-
ered money to the most affected churches. 
  
While we in the ABC of Indiana-Kentucky ask for your prayers on be-
half of those in our Region who have lost so much, we are also very 
mindful that other Regions have been severely affected as well and we 
join with all of you in prayer for our sisters and brothers in the Wiscon-
sin, Mid-America and the Great Rivers Regions. 

  
Peace and Blessing, 

Don Scott 
Associate Executive Minister 

ABC of Indiana-Kentucky 
http://www.abc-indiana.org 

OGHS Helps Southern Indiana 
Flood Victims 

http://www.abc-indiana.org
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Colorado Women Gather to Pray, Fellowship, Learn, and Have Fun 
Noted national speakers headlined the 
Colorado American Baptist Women’s 
Ministries (ABWM) state conference, 
held at Calvary Baptist Church of 
Denver, on June 13-15.  Global Con-
sultant Lauran Bethell, ABCRM 
sponsored missionary Estela 
Schweissing, Coordinator of Western 
Section of ABWM Alicia Luquin, and 
ABCUSA President Mary Hulst 
taught and inspired the Colorado 
women to “Come to the Edge to 
Break the Chains.” 
 
ABWM around the nation has 
adopted the effort to “Break the 
Chains.” This is an effort by ABWM 
to help victims of the sex trade across 
the world. Approximately 800,000 to 
900,000 victims are annually traf-
ficked across international borders 
worldwide. The majority of those vic-
tims are women and girls. The na-
tional project is to raise $250,000 by 
2009 to be used nationally and inter-
nationally by American Baptist-
related ministries that address the sex-
ual exploitation of women and chil-
dren.  
 
This effort is deeply on the heart of 
Lauren Bethell and Estela 
Schweissing. Lauren is 
based just outside Amster-
dam, Netherlands. She 
serves as a consultant to 
encourage and facilitate 
Christ-based ministries 
that address the exploita-
tion and abuse of women and chil-
dren. She spoke passionately to the 
Colorado women to do what they 
could do in their own towns to raise 
awareness and try to help women and 
children in prostitution. 
 
Estela Schweissing serves in the area 
of general ministry with seven Haitian 
congregations of the thirteen member 
Mission Baptist Consortium of 
churches in Nassau, Bahamas. Be-
cause of impoverished conditions and 
political instability in Haiti, more that 
50,000 Haitian immigrants now reside 

in the Bahamas, 
and most are un-
documented. Like 
many other immi-
grant communities 
throughout the 
world, Haitians in 
the Bahamas face 
severe discrimina-
tion and often do 
menial labor for 
substandard wages. 
Many women and 
children are also 
forced to live and/
or work in the sex 
trade to just make 
enough money to 
feed themselves. 
She teaches 
women she comes 
into contact with 
different trades, such as sewing, or 
crocheting, so they can make a living 
for themselves and get out of the 
trade.  
 
Alicia Luquin works with women 
around the western US, but has a spe-
cial place in her heart for the Hispanic 
women in the Yakima Valley in 
Washington state. 

 
Throughout the weekend 
the women attended 
workshops put on by the 
visiting speakers and 
women from around the 
state. One well attended 

workshop was the crafts workshop 
where ladies created jewelry and cor-
sages.  
 
Friday evening, three special ladies 
were presented with a scholarship 
from the ABWM of Colorado. 
Brianna Berglund, Elizabeth “Lizi” 
Wolf, and Jody James all received 
some amount of money to go to edu-
cation. Brianna is attending Eastern 
University in St. Davids, PA. Lizi is 
attending the University of Sioux 
Falls, in Sioux Falls, SD. And Jody 
James will be continuing her educa-

tion with Seminary 
training at Golden 
Gate Baptist Theo-
logical Seminary in 
Denver. 
 
As the Conference 
Project this year, the 
women chose to 
collect “footies” and 
towels for health 
care residents and 
independent living 
residents of Frank-
lin Park. The Resi-
dences at Franklin 
park are a part of 
the Baptist Home 
Association and are 
located in Denver, 
CO, so some 
women got to go 

and visit the Residences. They were 
lead through the living center by ABC 
Chaplain Rev. Kathy Bird-DeYoung 
and Chaplain Jody James. 
 
The women had a wonderful time at 
Calvary and encourage all women to 
join them this winter for the Winter 
Retreat at the Franciscan Retreat Cen-
ter in Colorado Springs, CO on Jan 16
-17, 2009.  
 
They would also like to invite all 
Colorado women to come to the next 
state conference. It will be held in 
beautiful Grand Junction, CO on June 
12-14, 2009. Put it on your calendar 
to remember! 
 

Jessica Fischer 
ABCRM 

Communication Specialist 
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Every family has its stories. If they didn’t, we preachers 
would have a tough time doing funerals. One of our family 
stories has to do with my Dad.  This was long after Mom and 
Dad had become empty-nesters.  Dad is one of those guys 
who is an extreme extrovert--he loves to visit with others.  
Dad is always out in their neighborhood visiting with who-
ever is out and about, partly because Mom doesn’t like his 
smoking in the house but even more because he wants to visit 
with people.  If no adults are out, Dad will play ball with the 
neighborhood kids in the cul-de-sac or let them ride their 
scooters or bikes down the driveway of the house (it has a 
steep grade and is at the end of the cul-de-sac!).    All in all 
this is harmless and we didn’t think much of it until one day 
when the doorbell rang.  It was one of the neighborhood kids.  
He wanted to know if Dad could come out and play! 
 
Let me tell you another story about how I became a better 
pastor.  It was when I was serving at FBC of Ottawa, KS and 
we had started a second service that followed our Sunday 
School hour.  My wife worked in the nursery during the Sun-
day School hour and since I was meeting and greeting until 
well into the allotted time and had to leave early to prepare 
for the second service I didn’t feel comfortable joining a Sun-
day School class. So I would go see my wife and play with 
the children in the nursery.  I didn’t realize how much this 
meant to the kids there until one day a little boy came up to 
me and showed me his new cowboy boots that he had gotten 

because they were just like 
mine.  His mother talked 
about how important that 
was to him.  The common 
link in both stories is a 
willingness to play with 
others. Sounds a lot like 
Robert Fulgham, doesn’t 
it? 
 

And so last week, I didn’t feel at all guilty taking a day to go 
down to our Front Range camp to spend the day with the 
High School group on a White-water trip.  I confess it was a 
play day for me, but you see, the children taught me that it is 
often through play that deep relationships form.  And while I 
know the ministry of the Region or of the church is important 
stuff, that ministry cannot take place unless deep relation-
ships are formed.  And play is one powerful and effective 
way to accomplish this. 
 
Now, be careful, I’m not talking about “recreation”. What we 
call recreation is often more work than our vocation.  I see 
people getting ready to spend a weekend in their RV 
(Recreational Vehicle) spending the entire week packing the 
vehicle with food, fixing the stuff that got broken on the last 
trip, getting the tow vehicle serviced, etc, etc.  Some of these 
people would do well to work so hard on their permanent 
homes or even at their jobs. No, I’m not talking about those 
things we work to do in order to distract ourselves from eve-
ryday life. I’m talking about “play.” Things we do for the 

sheer joy of it. No work, little preparation; just play. 
 
One of the ways I play is by 
looking for and utilizing 
puns.  It serves no other pur-
pose for me than that it gives 
me joy to find some link be-
tween similar sounding words 
that might be a bit obscure.  
Another way is to try new 
things with others, whether it 
is white water rafting or duck 
hunting.  I’ve learned that 
when I can play with another 
person that we can begin to 
relate to one another and be-
friend one another. When I 
know the things that gives 
another joy, when I share the 
things that gives me joy with others, we become more than 
acquaintances, we actually become friends. 
 
So our “play” can take many forms.  It can be a round of golf, 
but a round that is not so serious that you get upset that you 
topped the last two drives in a row and sail the driver further 
down the fairway than the ball itself (I’ve never done that by 
the way).   Or Play can be a nice meal that is shared with 
friends or hike up a mountainside.  It might even be playing a 
harmless practical joke on someone. 
 
 Play is often found with the simple things.  If you want to 
get a couple of young kids playing, give them a refrigerator 
box. And notice that when we are playing, that is when the 
joy of our creation shines through us. It is when we almost 
literally “light up!” 
 
I am confident that Jesus knew the power of playing together.  
The more I study the gospels, the more I see his humor and 
wit on display.  Perhaps even his naming “Peter” the rock 
was a function of his playing, for surely he knew that Peter 
was not only going to deny him but also challenge him about 
his ministry. How “rock-like” is that, I ask you? Indeed I 
think it was Jesus’ ability to play with the disciples that held 
them together in tough times.  I wish I could offer some Bib-
lical evidence for this, but I can’t.  I have only my gut in-
stincts and my experiences to suggest this.  But both of those 
are telling me that we Pastoral types have to learn to play 
with our people just like we pray with our people. 
 
So this summer, pastors and people, consider not only how 
you will pray together, but consider also how you will play 
together.  Pastors, don’t be afraid to take time off to go with a 
parishioner to a ball game or to sneak down to the kitchen 
during VBS and have a cup of Kool-aid with the nursery 
kids.  And churches, be sure to encourage your pastor to play.  
If not, the light of the world will not be able to shine through. 

 
In Christ, 

Steve Van O 

It’s Play Time! 
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Discover your PASSION! 
Realize your MISSION! 
To reach the world with the 
LOVE of Jesus Christ! 

The ABCRM Ministerial Leadership Com-
mittee (MLC)  is sponsoring a course titled 
“The New Testament.”  
 
This course will be held Friday through Sun-
day, August 15-17, 2008 at the Region office. 
 
The instructor is Dr. Sam Williams who is a member of First Baptist Church in 
Colorado Springs, Colorado and a retired professor at Colorado College. 
 
The cost is $225.00 which includes housing and meals, or $125.00 which includes 
meals only. 
 

This course is open to everyone; new preachers, pastors, evangelists, and laity and 
it will fulfill requirements for ABCRM Regional Ordination. 
 

Go to the ABCRM Training Academy website at http://www.abcrm.org/pastors/
trainingacademy.htm to download the registration form and syllabus.  
 
Registration deadline is Tuesday, August 5. 
 

Please contact our office at 303-988-3900 if you have any questions. 

Do You Want to Learn 
More About the  

New Testament? 

http://www.abcrm.org/pastors/trainingacademy.htm

