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The most effective ministry takes 
place through the people of the local 
congregations.  The Region exists to 
support the local church in making 
this ministry more effective. 
 
Baptists take their heritage from the 
New Testament church which put its 
priority on the local church.  In fact, it 
wasn’t until we discovered we had a 
missionary on the field—Adoniram 
Judson—that we determined to band 
together as churches to support a 
broader ministry through the Ameri-
can Baptist Foreign Mission Society.  
This grew into the denomination we 
know today at the American Baptist 
Churches of the USA, but local auton-
omy has continued to be a priority.  
This is important because this is the 
pattern we have taken from the New 
Testament. 
 
Scripture gives us clear direction both 
for assuming the priority of the local 
church and for the role of a Region 
(or denomination) in relating to those 
churches.  First, Acts 15 records the 
events of the Jerusalem Council.  The 
issue was whether or not to require 
Gentiles to subscribe to the laws of 
Moses.  This is the first case of 
churches banding together to address 
doctrinal issues.  The result was that 
while certain admonitions were en-
couraged of the churches, it was de-
termined that each church was to de-
cide how it would address the law in 
the context of Grace. 

 
In Romans 15 we learn of Paul’s 
collecting offerings from the 
churches to take to their Jerusalem 
brothers who were in great need.  
Churches banded together for a 
common need of supporting their 
brothers.   
 
In listing The Priority of the Lo-
cal Church as a core value of 
ABCRM, we recognize that minis-
try takes place most effectively in 
the local church.  We also recog-
nize that by banding together as a 
Region we can accomplish more 
and do it more effectively than we 
can as individual churches. 
 
The most obvious strength from our 
association comes from our mission 
roots.  Of the approximately 90 
churches in our Region less than a 
half dozen would be capable of send-
ing out missionaries and supporting 
them on their own.  As a Body of 
Christ we all can contribute to the 
support of our missionaries through 
our United Mission giving as well as 
the special offerings that take place 
through the year. 
 
As a Region it has also become clear 
that we need to band together to 
strengthen one another in ministry.  
This can happen informally as one 
church shares their ministry successes 
with another.  Our Region staff helps 

to facilitate this as they 
travel from church to 
church. 
 
New opportunities to 
strengthen local churches 
are currently being put into 
place made possible only 
through your financial sup-
port of the Region. 
 

First, seed money will soon be avail-
able from which churches can apply 
to begin an appropriate outreach min-
istry in their community.  It is our 
hope that it will allow a church to 
launch a program that it will be able 
to continue with its own resources. 
 
Second, a church transformation team 
is currently being trained.  These 
leaders from around our Region will 
focus on assisting churches that desire 
to take a serious look at who they are 
and what the vision should be for 
their church.  This will help churches 
which have reached a plateau and 
need to assess where God would have 
them go from here. 
 
Finally, a church planting team is also 
currently in formation.  It will be the 
task of this team to assess fertile loca-
tions in the Region where churches 
should be planted. Many of these ar-
eas have few or no churches.  It is up 
to us to join together to carve out a 
niche where Christ’s message will be 
a beacon for a new community. 
 

Richard Schweissing 
ABCRM President 

The Priority of the Local Church 

ABCRM Core Values and Descriptions 
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Our ministry will be done in relation-
ship with others while respecting di-
versity in all of its aspects.  In our 
diversity we will treat others with re-
spect at all times. 
 
They’ll Know We are Christians by 
Our Love was a hymn written in 
1968, and I believe sums up well the 
American Baptist Churches of the 
Rocky Mountains (ABCRM) Core 
Ministry Value:  Grace Filled Rela-
tionships.   
 
On the eve before Christ 
went to the cross he told 
his disciples “A new com-
mand I give you:  Love 
one another.  As I have 
loved you, so you must 
love one another.  By this 
all men will know that you 
are My disciples, if you 
love one another.”  John 
13:34-35.   
 
This value is important not only be-
cause Jesus commands it of us, but 
also because just as the church is the 
body of Christ, we the congregations 
that make up ABCRM are the body of 
Christ as well.  Those things that 
prejudicially divide our world are nei-
ther accepted nor tolerated in the 
community of believers.  We are not 
in the business of being divided, but 
united.  What divides our world?     
• Skin color  
• City folk vs. rural folk 
• Age or Sex 

• Wealthy vs. the poor 
• Jew or Greek 
• Middle Class or Lower Class 
 
In the churches of our Region, we 
may dress different, we may worship 
differently, we may listen to different 
music, or our order of service may be 
different.  However despite those dif-
ferences, there is much more that 
unites us than divides us.   

 
It was through the church 
that our world is being 
conquered for Christ.  
Left to ourselves we 
would do nothing but seek 
our own.  We have dis-
covered that the church is 
the people we love and 
work together even as 
they are different from us. 
Our common ground, our 
common denominator is 

the Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 
 
Often times in our fallen human con-
dition, our greatest motivator is jeal-
ousy and our strongest temptation is 
to control.   The only cure is the same 
grace God shows to us.  Jesus calls us 
to be a Region of 
churches, a Region 
of Godly people to 
be filled with grace.  
Our relationships are 
marinated in grace. 
Our work collec-
tively is for the com-
mon good of Jesus 
Christ. Who I am 
means nothing—but love for one an-
other means everything. So what does 
a “grace filled relationship” look like? 
• We work together being the 

hands and feet of Christ as God’s 
character is reproduced in our 
Region. 

• We offer “grace” instead of 
“opposition.”  Our relationship is 
about “we” not “me.”   

• We are open and honest with one 
another. 

• We respect each other’s differ-
ences and allow God’s grace to 
take our difference and transform 
it into his glory. 

• We have a passion for the work 
we are doing together in the name 
of Christ. 

• We are united because our bond 
to one another is cemented with 
grace. 

• We have a servant’s heart know-
ing we are in this together. 

• We pray for the kingdom and we 
pray for one another. 

• We love one another just as 
Christ loves us. 

 
Amazing Grace, how 
sweet the sound that 
saved a wretch like 
me!  I once was lost 
but now am found—
was blind but now I 
see! Our response to 
God’s grace is our 
collective grace and 

love we show to one another.   
 
Grace is Christ’s best gift to Christi-
anity.  And that grace is the best gift 
we can give to one another. 
 

Rev. Alvin D. Wilkerson 
ABCRM Board Member 

They’ll Know We are Christians by Our Love 
“Grace-Filled Relationships”  

ABCRM Core Values and Descriptions 
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American Baptist International 
Ministries has provided almost 
$15,000 in emergency grants to 
our Caribbean partners, as they 
help victims of recent hurri-
canes. In Jamaica, the partner 
has received a $3,000 grant. In 
the Dominican Republic, 
$3,500 has been released. Haiti 
has received a $5,000 grant. At 
least another $3,000 in emer-
gency aid is planned for the re-
gion. These initial emergency 
grants were made after these Carib-
bean nations weathered Hurricane 
Gustav, which struck the Caribbean 
beginning Aug. 26 and Hurricane 
Hanna, which took a surprising turn 
to hit Haiti and then Cuba beginning 
Sept. 1, and most recently Hurricane 
Ike, which hit the Caribbean over the 
weekend. 
 
International Ministries is presently 
accepting donations for a hurricane 
emergency relief fund. 
 
The grants will allow our partners to 
provide immediate emergency aid, 
such as food and clean water. The 
funds were provided by One Great 
Hour of Sharing, an offering raised 
each year by American Baptists. Lisa 
Rothenberger, who administers 
OGHS as the world relief officer, says 
more is needed. 
 
"These initial grants will help meet 
some of the immediate needs but 
there will be great need for additional 
support," Rothenberger said. 
 
The Haitian Baptist Convention con-
firms this view. "We are very worried 
by this disastrous situation, which is 
added to the various problems to 
which we face each day with families 
who cannot eat, send their children to 
the school, or go to the hospital," said 
Pastor Emmanuel Pierre, the conven-
tion's general secretary. "The situa-
tion, certainly, is alarming," Pierre 
said. 
 

News reports initially undercounted 
the death toll in Haiti, but recent re-
ports suggest as many as 500 people 
have died from the recent storms in 
that country alone. With the most re-
cent storm, Hurricane Ike, which has 
caused damage in Cuba, Haiti and 
Jamaica, International Ministries ex-
pects the need to rise. 
 
In Jamaica, Jamaican Baptist Union 
head Karl Johnson told International 
Ministries, "We are still assessing as 
we speak but Hurricane Gustav 
claimed approximately 11 lives and 
badly damaged the country's infra-
structure." 
 
And according to news reports Hurri-
cane Ike affected Eastern Cuba, 
where we partner with the Eastern 
Cuba Baptists. 
 
The Dominican Republic and Haiti 
are on the same island, and mission-
ary Madeline Flores-Lopez says the 
DR has been affected as well. “A 
whole community called Batey Yaba-
cao was taken out of their homes due 
to the river overflowing," said Made-
line. "Of course the river flooded the 
community so they lost everything." 
 
"Our partners all over the Caribbean 
need our prayers and support at this 
time," said Dr. Jose Norat-Rodríguez, 
area director for the Caribbean for 
International Ministries. "This has 
been an unusual storm season because 
really quickly one storm has hit after 
another, with the people not having 

time to recover. So we want to 
prepare to meet the need that has 
been made worse by multiple 
hurricanes" 
 
American Baptists wishing to 
support ongoing hurricane-relief 
efforts can do so through their 
church's monthly report of mis-
sion support, designating contri-
butions "OGHS-Caribbean Hur-
ricanes." 
 

Since 1950, several American Protes-
tant denominations have annually re-
ceived the One Great Hour of Sharing 
offering to support their ministries in 
disaster relief, refugee assistance, and 
development aid. American Baptists 
joined this effort in 1973. Today, nine 
Christian denominations currently 
raise about $20 million annually 
through this offering. Each denomina-
tion retains what it raises to support 
vital ministries in more than 70 coun-
tries around the world. 
 
For those who wish to contribute to 
this effort, contributions can be made 
by making an online donation at 
http://www.abc-oghs.org/give or 
sending a check to: 
 
American Baptist World Relief Office 
P.O. Box 851 
Valley Forge, PA 19482-0851 
 
In either case, be sure to indicate that 
your gift is for "Caribbean hurricane 
relief."  

 
Marlon Millner 

Managing Editor 

International Ministries Helps Caribbean After Hurricanes 

http://www.abc-oghs.org/give
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Adventure in the Bahamas 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
This year, True Light Baptist Church (Rev. 
William T. Golson, Jr./Pastor) sponsored it’s 
first ever Short Term Mission Trip to Nassau, Bahamas. 
 
A team of six ladies departed on Saturday morning, July 26, 2008, on a mission to Nassau.  
The goal—to teach Vacation Bible School at Emmaus Baptist Church. Members of the team:  
Romona Dailey, Angel McKinley-Paige, Jocelyn Stephens, Dianne Lewis, Blanche “Rita” 
Carter and Linda  Howard. 
 

The team was truly blessed by the hospitality and the love shown to us by our hosts, Daniel and Estela Schweissing.  We 
learned so much about the culture and the landmarks from Dan, and Estela won the hearts of 
the entire team with her friendly personality and her cooking.  We were abundantly blessed! 
 
We attended the Sunday worship service and was 
amazed at how God transcends all cultural and language 
barriers to allow those who know Him, to experience 
Him in any setting.  The worship was rich and spirit 
filled. 
 
On Monday, we began our mission.  The team spent 
time arranging and re-arranging the one-room church to 
create four teaching spaces.  And praise be to God . . . it 
worked!  We also created an additional space for the 
teens in the shed out back of the church. There was 
much anticipation and excitement both from the children 
and from the team. 

 
We registered more than sixty children for vacation bible school.  And we also shared 
this experience with three young ladies who worked as our helpers for the week. 
 
By the end of the week, the children were totally engaged in the teaching, the crafts, 
the games and the singing.  It was a most rewarding experience for our entire team. 
 
It was extremely touching to hear the kids give back what they had studied all week at 
the closing program.  And what was even more important than that, was having two of 
the teens to decide to make changes in their 
lives and   accept Christ as their Savior. 
 
VBS in the Bahamas was certainly a mis-
sion trip not soon to be forgotten! 

To God be the Glory! 
 

Romona R. Dailey 
True Light Baptist Church 

Director of Children's Ministry  

A 
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In an effort to provide greater 
spiritual care for the residents at 
the American Baptist sponsored 
Mountain Vista Retirement 
Community (Wheat Ridge, CO), 
Hillcrest Baptist Church 
(Arvada, CO) has begun the ef-
fort of planting a church within 
the facility. 
 
The idea for this undertaking came out of discussions on the future 
direction of Hillcrest with Mountain Vista's former Director of Spiri-
tual Care, Rev. Kathy Bird DeYoung.  Hillcrest is two miles away 
from Mountain Vista.  The discussions were arranged to explore possi-
ble partnerships between the two organizations.  Rev. Bird DeYoung 
indicted that the residents of Vista Village, the independent living 
apartments located within Mountain Vista, were desirous of having 
worship services conducted within the Vista Village complex itself. 
 
Over the years, Hillcrest has made attempts to provide transportation 
from Mountain Vista to services at the church. However, these efforts 
had only limited success.  While worship services are conducted each 
week within the Health Care unit of Mountain Vista, these were not 
attractive to the residents of Vista Village.   While many of the Vista 
Village residents have cars and regularly attend services at various 
churches, many residents do not drive and thus are not able to attend 
church. So the Vista Village residents were seeking a separate service 
for themselves. 
 
The first service was held on Sunday, September 7 in the Vista Village 
Club House. Eight Vista Village residents and seven people from Hill-
crest were in attendance. A couple of the residents remarked that this 
was the first worship service that they had attended in years. 
 
Hillcrest has committed to holding services every Sunday in Septem-
ber. What happens after this will depend on the level of participation 
gained from the Vista Village residents. Hillcrest feels the best out-
come of this effort would be a self-governing, self-supporting spiritual 
community. Whether this can be fully achieved will have to be seen.  
The direction of the efforts will be based upon the desires of the resi-
dents. 
 
Other ABCRM churches are invited to prayfully consider partnering 
with Hillcrest in this effort. For information, please contact Hillcrest 
member, Bart Torbert (email: him@hillcrestabc.org—phone: 303-279-

8861). 
Bart Torbert 

Church Plant Started at Mountain Vista 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
Have you ever thought, “The needs of people 
are so enormous; how can we possibly make a 
difference?” What a common frustration! I am 
sure the early church shared it with us in their 
day. 
 
The powerful 
news is that 
the early 
church over-
came this 
frustration the same way that we can. Empow-
ered by the Holy Spirit, they healed people’s 
hurts and showed God’s love, one person at a 
time. 
 
The World Mission Offering is one very 
powerful way to say to a world in need, 
“Jesus knows and loves you.” I believe Christ 
wants us to increasingly make a difference in 
people’s lives by reaching them at their point 
of need. Because of last year’s Offering, Inter-
national Ministries has already appointed three 
new missionaries. We want to appoint at least 
seven as we did in 2007. Investing in the work 
of missionaries meets an incredible range of 
human needs while effectively sharing of the 
good news of Jesus.  
 
Most local churches receive the World Mis-
sion Offering in September and October. 
 
We hope you will start planning for this in Au-
gust. See how the enclosed materials and the 
worship and educational resources at 
www.worldmissionoffering.org can help you. 
Will you pray that God’s people in your local 
church will surprise even themselves by giving 
to the World Mission Offering in ways that 
expand Christ’s work through your missionar-
ies and those with whom they serve? 
 
Thank you on behalf of people worldwide 
whose lives will be transformed by deeds of 
love, so noble and so generous, that they will 
brand God’s people in your church with the 
words, See how they love! Thank you from In-
ternational Ministries’ missionaries, staff and 
international partners. 

Yours together in Mission, 
Rev. Dr. Reid S. Trulson 

Executive Director 

Surprised by God’s People 
Making a Difference! 

www.worldmissionoffering.org
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Committed to the Gospel! 
Learn It, Live it,  
Share It, Be It! 

Deadline for 
Early  

Registration 
has been  

extended to 
September 
19, 2008! 

 
 

The Gathering is 
only a month 

away. Make sure 
you register now 
for your chance 
at a Akha tote 

bag! 
Register online at 
www.abcrm.org/
gathering.htm. 

www.abcrm.org/gathering.htm

