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ABCRM Core Values and Descriptions

Connectedness

i/

We are to work together in ministry and
not apart. We value communications with
one another and being accountable to our
brothers and sisters in Christ. We under-
stand that the actions of individual con-
gregations do affect the ministries of us
all.

The eye cannot say to the hand, “I don’t
need you!” And the head cannot say to the
feet, “I don’t need you!” On the contrary,
those parts of the body that seem to be
weaker are indispensable, and the parts
that we think are less honorable we treat
with special honor. And the parts that are
unpresentable are treated with special modesty, while our
presentable parts need no special treatment. But God has
combined the members of the body and has given greater
honor to the parts that lacked it, so that there should be no
division in the body, but that its parts should have equal
concern for each other. If one part suffers, every part suf-
fers with it; if one part is honored, every part rejoices with
it—Romans 12:21-26

As the body of Christ, we are called to be in relationship to
other members of the Body who have their own unique
gifts and functions. Just as our own body parts exist to
serve other body parts and the function of the body as a
whole, we are called to serve other members of the Body
and to serve the function of the church as the Body of
Christ as a whole. As one preacher put it “There is no
such thing as an individual Christian.” To be a follower of
Christ means that we are in relationship with other Chris-
tians.

Even more, being in relationship is more than just ac-
knowledging the presence of others, but it is being so re-
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lated that we feel the pain that others ex-

perience, we bear one another’s burdens

and we share the joys of others as well. It
is to be linked to one another, to take re-

sponsibility for one another, to serve an-

other, to be as one.

Paul was painting a picture of the local
church, but that can be expanded then to
the relationship of one church to another
as well. Just as the church at Corinth was
urged to share in the financial struggles of
the church at Jerusalem, we are to share in
the struggles and rejoice in the victories of
our related congregations as well. We are
to be connected. We are to understand that our individual
actions impact the group and we are to behave accord-
ingly, not just as individuals, but as independent, autono-
mous local churches that have covenanted to work to-
gether to be the Hands and Feet of Christ in the Rocky
Mountain Region, The US and the world.

In honor of our connectedness, we attend the celebrations
of our related congregations, we pray for one another in
difficult times and we minister to one another as we are
gifted. Our stronger congregations stand ready to serve
our weaker ones and together we work for the success of
Christ’s Kingdom here on earth.

Steve Van Ostran
ABCRM
Executive Minister
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Clean Water Gala

T

On Sunday, September 7th, The Mission =
Ministry Team of First Baptist Church, s
Boulder, CO, held a "Clean Water Gala"
to raise money for a project that they are
very passionate about: providing clean
water to Akha tribal villages surrounding
Chaing Rai, Thailand, where Chuck and
Ruth Fox serve as missionaries.

Chuck’s work to uplift the Akha people
through this profoundly simple and ulti-
mately live-giving clean water prompted
[ | FBC to Gala with a light meal, a pie
walk (remember those cake walks), a
silent auction of fine congregation-made
crafts (including an afghan crocheted to
order by a 97 year old woman), a make-
your-own ice cream sundae shop, and
individual contribution opportunity.

An important aspect about this event is
that it engaged the congregation and
gave them the opportunity to connect
with Chuck’s work. This was not just
another ask them for the money pres-
entation. This was the Mission Minis-
try Team serving both the congregation
- providing the congregation with the
opportunity for fellowship, education,
a great deal of laughter and wonderful
stuff - and serving the need by raising
$5,000.

The presentation of this money was made to Chuck, in per-
son, at a well attended potluck on Sunday, September 21,

- where Chuck and Ruth gave a slide show of all of their

1 work and offered for sale, items from the Akha Craft Pro-
gram.

Donna Hawkins, Evelyn Price, and Milt Huffaker, are the
Co-chairs of the Mission Ministry Team at FBC who are
succeeding in helping their congregation see mission
through new eyes.

Donna Hawkins
Co-Chair

Mission Ministry Team
First Baptist Church
Boulder, CO
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The Wyoming “Ministry
Rendezvous”

This is your congregation’s opportu-
nity to experience first hand the story
of ten successful community minis-
tries in Wyoming. Ten pioneering
ministries will be on hand to tell how
lives have been changed and how oth-
ers can carry out similar ministries.

The Ministry Rendezvous, sponsored
by the Wyoming Association of
Churches (WAC), will begin with a
“storytelling” on October 10th at First
Methodist Church, in Casper, WY.
On Saturday, October 11th, the gath-
ering will continue with an interactive
learning session featuring all ten min-
istries.

The 10 featured ministries are:

e The Heritage Towers in Sheridan
(senior housing)

e Interfaith of Natrona County

e The Bargain Box of Cody
(clothing & furniture)

e One Stop Help Center in Lander

e Alternatives to Violence
(statewide prison ministry)

o Wyoming Family Home Owner-
ship in Laramie County

e  Prayer Shawl Ministry of Carbon
County

e Wyoming Parish Nurse Program
(statewide)

e On Sacred Ground of Casper
(faith & environment)

e New Beginnings (support for loss
or separation)

There is no cost to attend. A free
ticket is available for the banquet but
it must be reserved by October 2nd.

Check the WAC website at
www.wyomingassociationofchurches.
org for registration details or call the
WAC office at 1-866-527-7026.

Rev. Warren Murphy
Director
Wyoming Association of Churches
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News from Daniel and Estela Schweissing

| (Estela) cannot believe that summer is already over and
that, earlier this week, the streets were full of children with
their beautiful colorful uniforms going back to

school. Unfortunately, the schools have had to close down
again due to the threat of three major storms headed our
way. Right now, we're just trying to take it one storm at a
time!

This Summer was a very busy and exciting time for

us. During late May and the first half of June, I had the
opportunity to speak at the annual American Baptist
Women's conferences in Wyoming and Colorado. At the
same time, | was able to visit a number of individual
churches in both states as well as spend time with my in-
laws in Denver.

During the last
week of July, we
held our second
annual Vacation
Bible School at
Emmaus Baptist
Church. We
were blessed to
host a team of six
wonderful
women from
True Light Bap-
tist Church in
Denver who came to Nassau to assist with this year's VBS.
(See related story in the Sept 15 RMAB.) While here at
Emmaus, they worked in partnership with local volunteers
to conduct a week long program that served over fifty chil-
dren and youth, two of whom made decisions for

Christ. More importantly, seeds were sown in the lives of
many young people whom we will continue to minister to
through our Sunday school and after-school program dur-
ing the upcoming school year. We were also pleasantly
surprised to find that approximately one-third of the chil-
dren who participated in this year's VBS were Bahamian, a
small but important step towards overcoming some of the
racial and ethnic tensions present between Haitians and
Bahamians in our neighborhood.

Finally, two weeks ago we distributed school supplies to
the Sunday school children at Emmaus Baptist Church that
were donated by the children from Crossroads Baptist
Church in Northglenn, CO. It was a great joy for me to
see the faces of the children as we gave out much needed
items for the upcoming school year and shared with them
the photos and letters from the children who donated

them. We are thankful for all of the children who partici-
pated in this project by taking money from their allow-
ances or doing extra chores so they could buy and contrib-
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ute school supplies to the Haitian children here in the Ba-
hamas. And, of course, we are also thankful for their par-
ents and Sunday school teachers who challenged them to

support this project.

PRAYER REQUESTS:

e Pray for those affected by Tropical Storm Hanna and
Hurricanes Fay and Gustav and the relief efforts cur-
rently underway in Jamaica, Haiti, the Dominican Re-
public, Cuba, the Turks and Caicos, and the Gulf
Coast of the U.S.

e Pray for us as we prepare to begin our after-school
program in mid-September.

e Praise God for our supporting churches in Colorado,
Wyoming, and elsewhere in the United States who
continue to make our ministry possible.

FINANCIAL SUPPORT:

You can support our ministry by sending a check desig-
nated for “the ongoing support of Dan and Estela
Schweissing in the Bahamas" to:

American Baptist International Ministries
c/o Missionary Partnership Teams

P.O. Box 851

Valley Forge, PA 19482-0851

You can also donate at online at
http://www.internationalministries.org/missionary/
daniel and estela schweissing

THANK YOU!
As always, we greatly appreciate your continued prayers
and financial support, both of which make our ministry
possible.
Serving Christ in the Bahamas,
Estela (and Daniel) Schweissing
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Why is This Girl Smiling?
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. . . Jessica Fischer
Dr. Bill Clemmer, ABC medical missionary, Communications Specialist

encountered this girl as he was part of a response ifischer@abcrm.org
to the outbreak of a deadly epidemic in a remote
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. her fears were replaced with the joy of the to ABCRM churches.

moment. That smile stayed with me through the rest of our visit. Our physical presence in Committed to the Gospel!
the midst of a deadly epidemic and the material gifts from White Cross and others were tan- [ carn i [ ive it ’
gible evidence that the people had not been abandoned to a horrible fate.” The outbreak of L L
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that when God's people work together to help those who are suffering amazing things hap-

pen!
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