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Front Range Camping 
Saw a Wonderful  

Increase in Campers 
in 2009 

ABCRM’s Front Range Camping was 
held at Quaker Ridge Camp outside of 
Woodland Park, CO again this year. 
2009 brought a great increase to the 
number of campers.  
 
“There were 128 campers this year 
compared to 96 campers the year be-
fore,” said Mike Oldham, ABCRM 
Staff Camp Director. “That puts us 22 
campers short of the goal for this year 
of 150 campers.”  
 
The campers enjoyed the week of 
learning, fun, and games. Senior High 
and Middle School camps literally 
walked off the side of a cliff. It was 
actually rappelling, with climbing 
gear, but many of the campers knew 
and learned they were stepping out in 
faith! The Senior High campers also 
were able to go white water rafting.  
 
Elementary camp stayed on the 
grounds, but got to enjoy horseback 
riding, archery, the bungee swing, and 
an assortment of games called Camp 
Olympics. The campers, and staff, 
had a blast. 
 
A many thanks go out to Bill and Syl-
via Hale for taking over the job of 
Directors and making it fun for the 
kids and staff alike to be at camp.  
 
Thanks also go out to the Camp Coor-
dinators- 
♦ Char Wells and Debbie        

Stanaway—Elementary Camp 
♦ Casey Blanchette and Christie   

Bergland—Senior High Camp 
♦ Chris Oldham and Pam          

Mollenkamp—Middle School 
Camp 

All others that helped as pastors, 
counselors, CIT’s (counselors in train-
ing), and other volunteers, you are 
appreciated more than you know. 
Thank you. 
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It’s hard to know, in this day, what 
will draw young people to spend a 
Friday evening and Saturday in the 
things of God.  The messages from 
the world are loud and unrelenting.  
There are so many more choices, 
now, for young people.  God’s guid-
ance is required every step of the 
way, when one undertakes to plan 
such an event.  When God spoke to 
my heart concerning the Droppin’ the 
“L” Truth Conference I was all ears 
and no action.  Finally, after about a 
year of taking notes on what God was 
telling me,  
 
I presented the idea to the Youth Min-
istry Team at ABCRM.  There was a 
great deal of discussion before we 
decided to move forward on the con-
ference.  The process of putting the 
whole thing together was a tremen-
dous faith walk with God.  His guid-
ance and direction led us to an amaz-
ing event that we look forward to go-
ing further with God in it, as we begin 
plans for next year’s conference. 
 
The first Droppin’ the “L” Truth Con-
ference held July 10th and 11th at 
Montbello High School in Denver.  
ABCRM and ABC-USA were pri-
mary sponsors of the high energy 
event that gave hundreds of young 
people an opportunity to come to-
gether in unity and lift the name of 
Jesus.  When participants were in-
vited to ‘drop the “L”’, they were be-

ing challenged 
to make a shift 
from living by 
what the world 
tells them, to 
live by the 
Word of God; 
thereby dropping the “l”. 
 
Efforts to put on the conference began 
more than a year ago, as the Youth 
Ministry Team was re-established in 
ABC/RM.  Members of 
the YMT include, Jes-
sica Fischer, Mike Old-
ham, Jason King, (at 
that time), and Marie 
Heaton.  Joining this 
team, to make up the 
planning team for the 
conference were Karen 
Van, Dulce Garcia 
(FBC, Colorado 
Springs), and Reginald 
Fletcher (National Min-
istries).  Executive Min-
ister, Steve VanOstran 
played an active part, as 
well, giving guidance and feedback. 
 
Pastor Thomas Gilbert, Now Faith 
Christian Center Church, Denver, 
brought a challenging message on 
Friday evening, based on I John 2:15-
17.  Many of the young people posi-
tioned themselves at the altar at the 
end of the message, in response to the 
call to turn from the worlds ways.  An 

evening concert 
followed with local 
artists performing 
gospel music with 
a hip hop flavor. 
 
On Saturday morn-
ing, youth and 
young adults re-
convened in the 
school gymnasium 
for Praise and 

Worship with the Praise team 
“Forgiven” from Tha Myx Church on 
Denver’s west side.  Participants at-
tended gender specific, morning 
“Truth” sessions with Q and Victor 

Nellum.  Community 
Service, work projects, 
and community outreach 
rounded out the morning.  
Participants returned to 
hear a message on “Faith 
that is not Fake, Faith 
that is Firm, and Faith of 
the Old Folks”, pre-
sented by Emmanual 
Lambert, Jr., known also 
as Da’T.R.U.T.H.  (The 
acronym stands for “to 
reach u through Him”. 
pictured  left) 
 

Afternoon Truth Sessions included 
such topics as; “Purity, Purpose and 
Passion”, “Changing My Playlist”, 
and “Rejection is Bomb!”  An eve-
ning meal was provided by True 
Light Baptist Church, and Solomon’s 
Temple, and prepared by the men of 
Old Landmark Ministries.  Saturday 
evening brought several performances 
by local youth groups, a PROXY Re-
prise, and a concert by Da’T.R.U.T.H. 
 
It hard to describe in words, just how 
blessed an event it was.  It was loud, 
the young people were engaged, and 
the message was well presented and 
received.  The turnout was excellent 
for a first time presentation. 

 
Marie Heaton 

Director 
Droppin’ the “L” 

First Droppin’ the “L” Truth 
Conference a Successful 

Event 
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Save the Date!! 



American Baptist Churches of the Rocky Mountains 
6855 S. Havana Street, Ste. 220 
Centennial, CO 80112 
 
 
Phone (303)988-3900 
Fax (303) 988-0620 

The Rocky Mountain 
American Baptist 
is published by the  

American  Baptist Churches  
of the Rocky Mountains 

www.abcrm.org 
 

Steve Van Ostran 
Executive Minister 

svanostran@abcrm.org 
 

Jessica Fischer 
Communications Specialist 

jfischer@abcrm.org 
 

This newsletter is published 
on the 1st of each month. 

 
The deadline for submissions 

is the 20th of each month. 
 

Reprint permission is granted 
to ABCRM churches. 

 

Committed to the Gospel! 
Learn It, Live it,  
Share It, Be It! 

SoulJourners Retreat, a time to see familiar faces 
and to make new friends.  SoulJourners Retreat, a 
program to stimulate your mind and your spirit.  
SoulJourners Retreat, a place to relax and enjoy 
deer and flowers.  SoulJourners Retreat, will be 
experienced September 1-3, 2009. 
 
This year the focus will be “Covenant Connections—Then and Now” based on the 
words from Jeremiah, “Behold, the days are coming, says the Lord, when I will make a 
new covenant with the house of Israel and the house of Judah... I will put my law 
within them, and I will write it upon their hearts, and I will be their God, and they shall 
be my people.” 
 
All who are 55+ are invited to attend the SoulJourners Retreat. Every church office has 
received the brochure and registration form. Ask for a copy. Or go to the Region web 
site, www.abcrm.org, and click on “Ministries,” then “Seniors” to find the details. You 
may also direct your questions to the registrar, Ken Pinkham at  
kenpinkham@gmail.com or (303) 470-1306. Register now to ensure your spot! 
 
Treat your body and spirit to a faith journey experience.  Come to the SoulJourners 
Retreat. 

Carol Willard 
Co-Chair 

SoulJourners Committee 

It’s Not Too Late 

www.abcrm.org

